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EDITORIAL 


What Will Sophie Think? 


You may not know Sophie. To many writers she represents 
the person they must reach. She symbolizes their living audience. 
Let’s keep the name “Sophie” (from the Greek sophia — wisdom) 
and think of her as a typical WITNEss reader. 

What will Sophie think when she reads about the Wisconsin 
Synod’s suspension of relations with Missouri? 

Her curiosity will no doubt be aroused by the Scriptural basis 
for the suspension, Romans 16:17,18: “Now I beseech you, 
brethren, mark them which cause divisions and offenses contrary 
to the doctrine which ye have learned, and avoid them. For they 
that are such serve not our Lord Jesus Christ but their own belly 
and by good words and fair speeches deceive the hearts of the 
simple.” 

Sophie will ask herself, “Just who is causing what divisions?” 
She will remember from Bible class that offense is not only given 
but also taken. Who decides these things? Who determines when 
“they” and “their” and “them” in the Romans passage have iden- 
tically the same antecedents today — with our 250-plus denomina- 
tions, our various brands of Lutheranism, our synods? 

The “serve ... their own belly” phrase will give Sophie real 
trouble. She will note that the Wisconsin Synod is not “passing 
judgment on the personal faith of any individual member” of the 
Missouri Synod but is addressing “the stern admonition required 
by love” to the Missouri Synod “as a corporate body.” But this 
distinction will elude Sophie. 


St. Paul had preachers in mind, it seems to Sophie, and the 
Wisconsin Synod appears to have preachers in mind. So far as 
Sophie can see, discussions between the synods have involved 
mostly preachers. “My preacher, my pastor a belly-server?” Sophie 
asks. “I’ll have you know that my pastor is every inch a servant of 
the Lord. He preaches the Word straight and true. He is a won- 
derful shepherd of souls. When my husband was so sick last year, 
our pastor sat up with Gus all night. He is not a belly-server.” 

Perhaps Sophie will pick up hope when she reads that the 
Wisconsin Synod stands “ready to resume discussions” with the 
Missouri Synod “with the aim of restoring fellowship relations.” 
But then she will find this readiness tightly restricted by the Wis- 
consin view of fellowship: “these discussions to be conducted out- 
side the framework of fellowship.” Sophie won’t believe her eyes. 

“You mean to tell me,” she will probably say to her husband, 
“that when members of our two synods meet to study God’s 
Word, they can’t pray together?” 

At this point Gus may try to calm Sophie down. But he may 
have something else to say first. 

“What gets me about all this, Sophie, is that we just celebrated 
the 25th anniversary of joint work in Nigeria with the Wisconsin 
Synod. In our congregation meeting Pastor told us that our work 
in Africa is very important. Nigeria is developing fast, and Christ’s 
church must work at full strength if we’re to keep out Communism 
and Islam. This is no time for sister synods who agree just about 
100% in doctrine to harp on their differences. We have to work 
together for Christ. Harder than ever before.” 

Thinking over Gus’s words, Sophie will probably quiet down 
somewhat. She may even say, “Let’s do some real praying.” 

And perhaps Gus will answer: “You're right, Sophie. We’ve 
done a lot of fine work together in the Synodical Conference. I’m 
sure people in the Wisconsin Synod must be disturbed too. Nothing 
says we can’t pray for one another. Let’s keep on asking the Lord 
to make everything work out for the best.” 
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Hmpty”? 


BY ROBERT K. MENZEL 


ife is empty for lots of folks. Life 
is empty for many professing 
Christians too. 

Strange, isn’t it? There are 
so many people to fill the world. And 
there will be more; too many more, 
some people say. And there are so 
many things to do to fill our days; so 
many experiences to engage our atten- 
tion. 

The hearts of many are empty be- 
cause their arms are empty, robbed of 
love in the prime of life. Bereavement 
has twisted many a pleasant personality 
to bitterness. 

Life is empty when childhood pieties 
do not seem to stand up in a world of 
materialism and scientific investigation. 

A young urbanite, apparently secure 
in his job, suddenly receives a “Dear 
John” note: “Sorry, old man, but the 
company no longer needs you.” He 
confesses, “This took everything out of 


” 


me. 


A mother quarrels with he 
daughters . . . over boy friends, el 
and when to come home from a 
“T just feel all drained out by | 
problems with my girls. They se 
ungrateful for all I’ve done for t 
Mother sighs. 

Nearly every college freshmall| \ 
from home for the first time feel 
emptiness that comes with the a | 
of homesickness. 

“T felt as empty as a coll 
blimp,” a father confided as he wai 
his promising teen-aged son lem 
juvenile hall by an officer. 

Countless others seem to ha 
reserves of strength or spirit on V 
to draw. No pressing proble 
health or wealth or wisdom, bu 
empty feeling hangs on. Life seer 
be devoid of meaning. Senseless. | 


Mid-twentieth century is a tl 
turvy time. West struggles with | 
for supremacy and survival. Mr. 
Mrs. Joe Christian are caught in 
tween. They are threatened. 
faith is tested. Futility stalks them.. 
tension-filled times conspire to | 
their lives of meaning and leave | 
empty and flattened out. 

St. Paul lived at such a time. 
little group of believers around 
sus lived under long shadows too: 
help fill their lives with meaning 
apostle penned a letter to them. 
closing verses of the third chapté 
his epistle are read to millions of C 
tians on the 16th Sunday after Tri 
Across the centuries they still te 
how God wants to fill our emptw 

“Don’t lose heart,” he urges tl! 
“Don’t lose heart because of trill 
tions . . . mine or anyone else’s. 
lose heart, but take heart!” 


This is the temptation that has I 
believers since Job, whose wife got 
the lonely sufferer: “Curse God | 
ali.” 

“The Lord has brought me hi 
again empty,’ complained Naomi 
she returned from Moab to Bethle 
with daughter-in-law Ruth. “T left: 
place full . . . accompanied by a 
band and two sons.” Naomi’s ti 
emptiness shook her faith. She bla 
God: “The Lord is against me.” 
lonely state even changed her pet 
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: “Don’t call me Naomi [pleasant 
. Call me Mara, for the Lord has 
ight bitterness on me.” 
ow mistaken Naomi was in inter- 
ing her own unhappiness as evi- 
ce of the Lord’s antagonism! “Why 
God let this happen to me?” some 
ple ask. Why should they ask in this 
? Is anyone so privileged that he 
iid be spared his share of the grief 
pain that is the common lot of 
kind? (1 Peter 4:12) 
(od is the Father of “the whole 
ily in heaven and earth” (Ephesians 
5). Does the Creator desire to harm 
creatures? God is “the Father of 
Lord Jesus Christ” (v.14) and of 
who come to Him through His Son. 
ely He cannot be blamed for our 
otiness. 


RECOGNIZE THE SIN 
THAT UNDERLIES 
OUR EMPTINESS 


Jur emptiness reflects the hollewness 
much of American life. The con- 
mist “Man in the Gray Flannel Suit” 
“coddled with creature comforts,” 
sugh which he thinks he finds a full 
The “Organization Man” leads a 
1dmill existence in a squirrel cage of 
amuting, conferring, and competing. 
d the man in the blue shirt or the 
e jeans is also caught up in the vain 
amble for all the things that Jesus 
ed as being very near the bottom of 
value heap: “Labor not for the 
at which perisheth.” (John 6:27) 
in modern society with its ruthless 
npetition, where men clamber to the 
of the success ladder over the rungs 
the careers and souls of other 
nbers, the discovery of meaning is 
ubly difficult. “The industrial so- 
ty,” writes one observer, “threatens 
make of the individual a replaceable 
+t.” There is not much meaning in 
ing regarded as a rusted-out con- 
ner or a burned-out tube. 
But there’s no use blaming “society” 
- our ‘loss of meaning in life. We are 
siety. Society is people who share the 
yblems of our common sinfulness. 
The drained-out parents, full of self- 
y over rebellious sons or “ungrateful” 
ughters, might well reflect penitently 
years when love may have been 
king in the home. There are no ex- 
yptions for parents when it comes to 
jing or asking for forgiveness. 
Somehow sin is always the thief that 
bs life of content and meaning and 
ves it hollow and dull. Since Eve, 
. starts with the question, “Did God 
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really say that?” (Genesis 3:1). Each 
of us, in our empty moments, stands 
beside Mother Eve and lets doubt and 
distrust of God do their destructive 
work. This is the basic sin —to dis- 


trust God. The next step is to cut one’s 


self loose from God, to “go it alone,” 
where there is only emptiness. 


LET GOD’S SPIRIT 
STRENGTHEN 
THE INNER MAN 


The apostle prays “that out of the 
glorious richness of His resources He 
will enable you to know the strength of 
the Spirit’s inner reinforcement.” (J. B. 
Phillips, v. 16) 

“This rugged experience took tle 
starch right out of me.” We’ve heard 
this said often. Starch will stiffen a 
shirt or skirt . . . until warmth and 
humidity wilt the garment. Starched 
Christians will hold up . . . until things 
get hot .. . until the rains come. . . or 
we “get in a sweat” over some problem. 
In the long haul the starch of “stiff 
upper lip” cheerfulness and of “every 
thing will turn out okay” bravado will 
not support the empty life. 

The “inner man,” the apostle writes, 
must be stiffened’ and strengthened. 
God’s own power, coming from outside 
ourselves, must get at our unsupported 
insides. God’s kind of strength gets to 
us in such a way that we are filled with 
His strength from the inside out. Christ 
promised that this would happen: 
“J will send the Comforter.” Another 
good word is “the Strengthener.” 

The Holy Spirit gets at us and into 
us in our weakness and collapsed-ness 
when we hear the good news of God’s 
help in Christ. Our “inner man” gets 
the reinforcement he needs from the 
Sacrament of the Altar; here Christ 
comes with His own strength to fill us 
and bolster us from the inside. Be- 
cause life wilts us and “takes the sizing 
out of us,” our inner man needs the 
Spirit-given strength day by day. 

Of course, there are empty and 
lonely members of the church. But the 
church isn’t living up to its promise 
whenever that happens. In the fourth 
chapter of Ephesians the apostle re- 
minds us that we exist for the welfare 
and encouragement of one another. 
The church, in which the Holy Spirit 
works, plays a vital part in helping peo- 
ple in their emptiness. The Spirit of 
Christ strengthens the weak “Inner 
man,” not only with the love that comes 
from God but.also through the reflected 
Jove of Christian for Christian. 
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LET CHRIST DWELL 
IN YOUR HEART 


In our hollowness we need both in- 
ward strengthening and unbroken com- 
munion with the Savior. There is only 
one Guest who can completely fill the 
empty heart. Christ wants to make His 
home in our hearts. The word the 
apostle used in his own language con- 
veys the idea of “a permanent abode.” 
Henry Francis Lyte expresses it in the 
familiar evening hymn: “Come not to 
sojourn, but abide with me.” 

A permanent resident usually has 
something to say about how the house 
is run. As the Lord of our lives, Jesus 
Christ should have everything to say 
about what goes on in the house of the 
heart. His presence in the heart — the 
very center of our being — means that 
in His perfect love we can cast out the 
fear that causes hate. His tenancy 
means that in His might we can over- 
come overwhelming temptation, and in 
His forgiveness we can forgive and live 
at peace with others. His indwelling 
means the end of the lonely heart and 
the assurance of a fuller and richer life. 


LET GOD FILL YOU 
WITH HIMSELF 


The apostle’s final plea is “that ye 
might be filled with all the fullness of 
God” (v.19). This is a baffling peti- 
tion. God wants to fill us, not just with 
peace, virtue, love; He wants to fill us 
with . . . HIMSELF! J. B. Phillips 
translates: “May you be filled through 
all your being with God Himself!” 

What a promise! No wonder the 
apostle prays that “we may compre- 
hend” that “which passeth knowledge.” 
This “fullness of God” we possess; and 
yet it remains a goal. The fullness of 
God is ours now. But there is more. 

God does not withhold Himself; we 
are simply not yet able to receive all 
His gifts in the measure in which He 
wishes to pour them out: “He is able 
to do far more than we ever dare to ask 
or imagine.” (J. B. Phillips, v. 20) 

Only in eternity will we be com- 
pletely filled with the fullness of God. 
All existence for the Christian presses 
on to a climax: God’s victory, signaled 
by the return of Christ. It is good to 
know that, even when the believer is 
living the Christian life in its fullest 
dimension, God in His love still has 
abundantly more to give. 

The child of God, strengthened in 
the inner man, in-dwelt by Christ, can 
say: “The Lord has brought me home 
again... FULL!” 
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Communism 
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Program of Action: Specific Steps 


Fourth in a series of articles by Lambert Brose 


“lane 


THIS SURELY IS THE GREATEST Com- 
MUNIST THREAT —IN THE LONG RUN. 


Not their military might. Not their 
spies. Despite their Berlin brinkman- 
ship and their resumption of nuclear 
bomb testing. We have the hardware 
and the will to meet any mailed-fist 
threats. Our guard is up. 

The big threat is that they will take 
our minds — by stealth. 

To do this, they will follow the same 
devious, satanically cunning methods 
they have used in other areas. 

Militarily, while making big noises 
over Berlin, they nibbled away in the 
Far East. 

Diplomatically, while giving us soft 
_ soap at a summit conference, they 
slipped into the Middle East. 

Similarly, in the effort to steal our 
minds — while getting us to look one 
way, they may sneak up from another 
direction. 


7,000 COMMUNIST CLERGYMEN? 


Let’s talk about obvious attacks first: 
Communist attempts to infiltrate institu- 
tions that educate the mind and heart. 

Have Communists infiltrated U. S. 
colleges and universities? 

Of course. 

Have they infiltrated the churches? 

Certainly. 

Is it true, as some charge, that 7,000 
U.S. clergymen are Communists or 
Communist sympathizers? 

Are you serious? 

J. Edgar Hoover, head of the FBI, 
had this to say on the subject several 
months ago — and he ought to know: 
“The overwhelming majority of our 
clergymen are today wholly loyal to our 
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nation and are working valiantly to 
protect our freedoms. This is not the 
time for name-calling, for unfounded 
accusations or publicity-seeking charges 
designed to confuse, divide, and 
weaken. The clergy of America need 
the full support of patriotic Americans 
in our common struggle against the 
enemy.” 
“SPIRITUAL FIREPOWER”’ 


The most effective fight churches 
can put up against Communist infiltra- 
tion is simply to preach the Gospel of 
Christ in all its powerful truth. Only 
when churches forsake this funda- 
mental mission are they in real danger 
of becoming Red dupes. 

Says Mr. Hoover: “The Communists 
realize that unless the Christian pulpit 
—that mighty fortress of God — is 
liquidated, pitilessly, mercilessly, finally, 
the very existence of Communism itself 
stands in jeopardy. The spiritual fire- 
power of the Christian church — based 
on the love of God —is sufficient to 
destroy all the Soviet man-made [ideo- 
logical] missiles and rockets and extir- 
pate this twentieth-century aberration. 
And the Communists know it — and 
fear it.” 


TROJAN-HORSE TECHNIQUE 


But there is a less obvious danger. 
The danger that the Communists will 
use the Trojan-horse technique and get 
into the very organizations that pro- 
claim their anti-Communism _ the 
loudest. 

Satanically shrewd Marxist subver- 
sionists, drilled to perfection in every 
art of infiltration, will miss no chance 
to have others do their work for them. 
Especially when they can get the most 
vehement anti-Communists to inveigh 
against some things for which the 
Christian church and democratic gov- 
ernments stand. 

Take, for example, the repeated 
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charge that efforts to achieve 
rights for Negroes are Communis 
spired. Of course, Communists ex 
racial strife. They exploit every si 
tion they can. 
But when moves to outlaw segr 
tion are decried as Communist-ins 
—what a perfect setup for weaker 
the total fight for freedom — 
against this godless ideology! 


SECRET WEAPON 


How diabolically clever if they 
get people to think: “Well, if the C 
munists are backing the Negroes, ‘ 
should we help them?” What a cunt 
device —to infiltrate extremist 4 
Negro organizations and attack deni 
racy and Christianity from a qu 
least suspected! 

This is one of their “secret weapoti 

And don’t let anyone tell you ° 
unless you’re extremist you're “s 
on Communism. When Jesus said, * 
that is not with Me is against Me,”! 
referred to total commitment, not | 
tics. We can be all-out against C 
munism but still differ honestly a 
cerning tactics. The idea of extrem 
that you must fight Communism ft. 
way is most damaging. It can d 
many intelligent people into silence.} 

(I would be wary of anyone V 
says his tactics are the only tact? 
After all, his ideas are the result 
mere human thinking.) 


PROTECT YOURSELF 


To protect ourselves from the Ca 
munist assault on mind and heart, | 
need to examine —for ourselves} 
every issue by itself. We need to) 
form ourselves as fully as we possis 
can. | 

This sounds undramatic and unint 
esting. But for the fight against Ca 
munism, authorities in cold-war te 
niques consider being informed of hii 
est importance. | 

Sound easy? Not on your life! To 
informed — objectively, that is — tal 
real effort. 

Most of us have preconceived id 
on so many subjects that we find it 
tasteful to read or listen to the “o 
side.” 

But failure to know and consider 1 
other side can be disastrous. One 
the reasons for the enormous adva 
Communism has made — gaining ¢ 
trol of one third of the world in so 
40 years — is that citizens of the W 
ern world, especially the United Stat 


did not adequately inform themsel 
concerning this danger, | 
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TIME vs. REPORTER 


practical terms this means you 
Id be reading more than one news- 
ie 
you read Time magazine, you 
Id also read the Reporter (or an- 
r magazine like it). 
you listen to news commentator 
Henley on NBC, you should also 
n to Edward P. Morgan on ABC 
another commentator with similar 
S). 
o consider both sides of political 
>s is not easy for most of us. 
ut, surely, with our whole way of 
at stake, Christian citizens should 
e the effort. 


MAKE iT COUNT 


© protect yourself and _ others 
nst infiltration by the Communists, 
should also make your knowledge 
nt. Use the information you ac- 
@: 

Yo you let your representatives in 
shington, D.C., know what you 
k about issues before the Congress? 
y can he represent his people unless 
<nows how they feel? And how can 
know how they feel unless they tell 
9 


f you believe strongly, for example, 
_ we're losing the propaganda war 
he Communists because they’re out- 
iting and outbroadcasting us in the 
ommitted nations, tell your Con- 
ssman. Write your Senator. 
Yo you belong to a civic group in- 
sted in cold-war problems? Talk 
If you’re convinced, for instance, 
t “pork barrel” appropriations for 
r city or region could better be used 
the nation’s fight against Commun- 
, Say so. 
n the conflict with Communism a 
jstian citizen can do many specific 
| practical things that will give peo- 


ple of other nations a better under- 
standing of our democratic way of life. 

Norman Ross, columnist of the Chi- 
cago Daily News, suggests the follow- 
ing activities. Addresses of the various 
organizations are available on request. 


EIGHT THINGS YOU CAN DO 


1. Student Lodging. By taking a 
foreign student into your home, you 
will help answer a perennial question: 
“What are Americans really like?” 


2. Books Abroad. Organizations in 
many cities are collecting books for 
people in the uncommitted nations to 
counteract Communist propaganda. 


3. International Hospitality Centers. 
Foreign visitors are invited to your 
home to give them a “fresh image” of 
America — another counteractant. 


4. Foster Plan Activities. You can 
“adopt” a needy foreign child and take 
a direct share in world relief. 


5. Institute of International Educa- 
tional Program. This organization puts 
“leading visitors” into contact with their 
American counterparts and helps offset 
what Communists say about America — 
effectively. 


6. Council of Foreign Relations Ac- 
tivities. Members can hear outstanding 
authorities on international affairs. 
(Remember: “Inform yourself.” ) 


7. Pan American Council. Members 
learn to know what life is like in Latin- 
American republics and how to im- 
prove relations with them. 


8. Medico, CARE, and Hope. Con- 
tributions to these organizations help in 
the battle against Communist encroach- 
ment on the “have not” nations. 


STUDY GROUPS 


These activities are open, of course, 
to all U.S. citizens. What can church 
members do? 

What, for instance, can we do in the 
Missouri Synod? What about study 
groups set up in local congregations? 

A letter by Rev. Paul C. Neipp, 
Ridgecrest, Calif., in the June b, 1961, 
issue of the Lutheran Layman describes 
some of the things members of his 
group do in connection with the study 
of Communism: “We pray for God to 
help and bless our nation and to re- 
strain the forces of evil, and we tell 
our Christian people to live their Chris- 
tian faith as never before . . . repenting 
of their sins, having family devotions, 
making calls on others, giving richly of 
their money for the spreading of the 
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Gospel, distributing Christian tracts, 
writing to their Congressmen about cer- 
tain bills which are definitely harmful 
to our nation, and warning them not to 
judge others who hold different views 
than they do.” 

Differences of opinion may arise over 
the interpretation of “certain bills 
which are harmful to our nation,” but 
in general these activities described by 
Pastor Neipp are certainly laudable. 
They accent the positive. 


CHILDREN SHOUT “COMMUNIST!” 


However, some study groups have 
tended toward the negative, bringing 
strife to congregation and community. 

In a letter to the LUTHERAN WITNESS 
a woman warns against study-group ac- 
tivities (not in any way connected with 
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Pastor Neipp) which have put her com- 
munity “in a state of near hysteria.” 

Her husband, she writes, has been 
labeled a Communist because some of 
his views on community improvement 
disagree with those of a small group. 

“These people,” she says, “actually 
believe they are fighting Communism. 
Things have come to such a state that 
we have had instances of high school 
youngsters screaming ‘Communist’ at 
each other. 

“These people imply that if you do 
not agree with their particular political 
views, you are not anti-Communist; 
therefore you are not patriotic; there- 
fore you are probably subversive. This 
is where the witch-hunting begins. 

“Local pastors of various denomina- 
tions are most concerned, for these 
things are being done under the guise 
of Christian morality.” 


UP TO CONGREGATION 


In the matter of study groups, too, 
it pays to be informed. Find out all 
you can about materials and methods. 
Weigh and learn from the experiences 
of other groups. 


Facts about Communism, it should 
be stressed, ought to be studied by every 
Christian. How can we fight the enemy 
unless we know him? And this study 
has its place in the congregation. 

Whether it is advisable to set up 
special groups to learn about Commun- 
ism is something each congregation 
must decide for itself. Much can be 
said for using existing groups — confir- 
mation classes, Bible classes, Walther 
League societies, men’s and women’s 
groups — to study this ideology in the 
context of our battle against evil in all 
its forms. 


THE BEST GROUP WEAPON 


And this brings us to the greatest 
group weapon we have for fighting 
every evil, including Communism — 
the Christian church. 

God in His grace has given us His 
church. One of its purposes is that to- 
gether with others we do things that 
we cannot do nearly so effectively — 
or not at all — as individuals. The 
Christian church is the most powerful 
group weapon because it is a weapon 
with supernatural power behind it, 
power which no mere human ideology 
can withstand. It is God’s weapon. 

God has given His church the tools. 
If we will only use them! 


THE MAN WHO KNOWS 


J. Edgar Hoover, writing in Chris- 
tianity Today, makes this point force- 
fully, contrasting the attitudes and tac- 
tics of Communists with those of some 
Christians. 

“The Communists,” he says, “have 
discovered that a demand for the very 
best actually brings forth the very best 
from the individual. If the Communists 
can create such responses [sacrificing 
personal interests, even life itself, for 
the cause of the Party] on the basis of 


a cold, cynical materialism, just think 
of the accomplishments which can be 
wrought by the power of the Holy 
Spirit!” 

Noting the loyalty of Communist 
Party members and their conviction 
that working for the Party brings in- 
ternal peace, joy, and happiness, Mr. 
Hoover asks: “In our society today is 
there too much tendency to ‘pass the 
buck,’ to let George do it? Are too 
many following the easy road of con- 
formity with secularism and not holding 
sufficiently high the banner of Christ? 

“Are we... offering with maximum 
effort the true answer of the Gospel — 
the true way to a peace of mind that 
passes all understanding?” 


HELP FIGHT THE “‘PAPER WAR’’ 


All right, you say, so what can I do 
specifically? 

There are a hundred things you could 
do. Here are some. 

Did you read “Paper War in Nigeria” 
by Missionary Morris Watkins in the 
March 21 issue of the WITNESS? Recall 
a few excerpts: “The Communists are 
pouring tons of inexpensive literature 
into this new nation. Their total litera- 
ture budget is 40 times larger than that 
of America. Alongside the Communist 
budget, the Christian literature budget 
is microscopic. 

What more specific thing can you do 
than send $25 or $100 or $1,000 — at 
least an occasional $5 —to the Con- 
cordia Tract Mission to help in this 
battle with the Communists for the 
minds of men? 


THAT HORRIBLE STATISTIC 


Speaking about money, I can’t get 
over that horrible statistic, the $1.77 
per-person average given last year for 
foreign missions by U.S. Protestants in 
the ten largest denominations. The 
Missouri Synod average is even lower 
— $1.73. 

Unbelievable, isn’t it? But check for 
yourself. On page 234 of the 1960 
Statistical Yearbook of The Lutheran 
Church — Missouri Synod. 

What must the Savior think of us 
these nineteen hundred years after He 
directed: “Preach the Gospel to every 
creature”? Should it surprise us that 
Communism has gobbled up one third 
of the world in a generation — our 
generation? 

How about it? If you sacrificed some 
pet luxury, could you give an extra $100 
a year for foreign missions? 

Is that specific enough for you? Is it 
too specific? 
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75 AGENCIES 


Other ways in which the individu 
Christian can combat: Communism? 

The 1961 Lutheran Annual lists sop 
75 synodical or Synod-related agency 
engaged in specialized Kingdom seg 
ice. Here are a few at random: Medi¢ 
Mission Council, Board of World A 
lief, Board for World Missions, I 
theran Human Relations Associatia 
Board for Social Welfare, General I 
erature Board, Armed Services Cop 
mission. 

Get in touch with one of these | 
the other agencies listed, and they \ 
be glad to tell you how you can hes 

As a staff member of the last-nami 
commission the present writer knoq 
that some service men and women ak 
civilians Overseas are bringing the G 
pel of Christ to people all over t 
world, thus fighting Communism effé 
tively wherever they are stationed. 


ON A SOLDIER’S PAY 


Some Missouri Synod servicema 
for example, have individually spat 
sored Lutheran Hour broadcasts ove 
seas. They have seen how effective 
the LLL program of broadcasting t 
Gospel combats the spread of Com 
munism in Asia, Africa, and Lat 
America. | 

And they’re doing it on a soldiex 
pay! 

We hope that many more servicem 
and U.S. civilians overseas will ma 
use of the magnificent ready-made o} 
portunity God has given them to ca 
out His great mission command. 

The Lutheran Laymen’s League, tH 
Lutheran Women’s Missionary Leagu 
the Walther League — these and othil 
Synod-related organizations have toi 
notch programs. They help build 

(Continued on page 20) 
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one, not even the nation’s 

F atectronc communications 
experts knew what lay 
ahead for television in 1950. 

ss did churchmen know what 
ure of this modern marvel held 
effective communication of the 


future of this industry, still 
unorganized in the years im- 
sly following World War II, was 
an “unknown land” —a land 
rod would have to show His 
n 


ACT OF FAITH 


as an act of faith when Synod’s 
of Directors in 1951 resolved to 

a series of 26 dramatic tele- 
episodes. The projected series — 
Is the Life’ — was to proclaim 
ospel of Christ and to show its 
ace to everyday life. 

God rewarded this act of faith? 
, our church’s television ministry 
en immeasurably blessed. It can 
ack on a record of blessing un- 
d in religious television. 
nning in the fall of 1952, “This 
Life” has brought the Gospel of 
every week to millions of view- 
oughout the United States and 
a and to eager followers on dis- 
ores. Today it ranks among the 
elevised programs in the world. 
5 stations every week it is seen 
audience which has been vari- 
estimated — up to 10,000,000. 


ECTRONIC PENTECOST 


laimed by the television industry, 
over the years has granted our 
close to $30,000,000 worth of 
ime, and honored with many 
s, the program has grown in stat- 
til today many regard it to be 
ation’s “Number One” dramatic 
us television program. 

part of a fitting observance of 
Is- the Life’s” tenth anniversary 
, Synod’s Television Board is 
ting an expansion program into 
1 fields. Foreign-language sound 
would make the televised Gospel 
e available to additional millions 
ir own tongue. An electronic 
ost, as it were! (Acts DONE I) 
eed, the faith and foresight of our 
and the consecrated co-opera- 
nd support of our members have 
immeasurably blessed. 

is the program accomplishing its 
se? Has it proved itself a bless- 
Through “This Is the Life” mil- 
are hearing the Gospel of salva- 
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L muneasurably Blessed 


tion every week. More than one and 
a half million viewers have written to 
the program and have received the 
booklets it offers. Thousands of these 
people have been referred to the min- 
istry of our local congregations. 


GRATEFUL VIEWERS 


The good news of the Gospel is going 
out over an ever-expanding field — and 
the good news is being attended by the 
blessings of the Spirit. These blessings 
are attested by the mail which reaches 
headquarters daily. 

A skid-row drunkard writes: “You 
have saved me from the horrible habit 
of drinking. From the bottom of my 
heart I thank you for your ‘skid row’ 
picture. God bless you!” 

An inveterate doubter writes: “I have 
seen your program many times, and it 
always leaves me with a vague, unde- 
fined, and terrible feeling of unrest. 
I have no church, no peace, no hope! 
I know I have treated God miserably 
and shamefully. But why should He 
be concerned about me, an unimpor- 
tant, aging coal miner?” 

The same batch of mail brings letters 
from old age and extreme youth: “T am 
91. When I saw your program today, 
I thought if I had put that into my life, 
how different things would be!” — 
“T am 13. I would like to receive your 
literature. I think it would help me.” 


TV COLOR BLIND 


A regular viewer writes: “T am very 
happy to acknowledge your invitation 
to your church and would love to 
attend, but due to the color of my skin 
I did not know how to accept...- - 
I enjoy the program ‘This Is the Life’ 
because it always points me to Christ.” 

Letters from thousands of shut-ins 
have been received. “J am a victim of 
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multiple sclerosis. .. . I always get a 
blessing from your program. ; 
I would be most miserable if I did not 
have Jesus with me all the time.” 

Letters come from both high and 
low. A doctor of philosophy writes: 
“Your program is terrific. I suspect 
that more lives are being changed as 
a result of your program than you ever 
dream of. The message comes across 
as real as life itself. May God bless 
you in this creative Christian effort.” 
A semi-illiterate writes: “I wanna no 
more about Jaesus.” 


“DYNAMIC WITNESS” 


Members of other denominations 
thank the Missouri Synod for its clear 
evangelical testimony. A Presbyterian 
clergyman writes: “May I say that 
I personally feel the Missouri Synod is 
doing a great service for the millions 
who view this program. I am particu- 
larly struck by the dynamic witness for 
Jesus Christ in your broadcast.” 

Our own pastors tell about accessions 
to their congregations as direct or in- 
direct results of “This Is the Life.” 
One pastor writes: “There was a time 
when we looked upon our calls on the 
people you referred to us as somewhat 
routine. But not any more. Last spring 
you sent us the name (0) ee . This 
fall she is enrolled in our adult mem- 
bership class. Her family is being fol- 
lowed up in another city.” 

A thousand similar letters could be 
quoted, but these will show that our 
church’s television ministry continues 
not only to be immeasurably blessed — 
but also to be an immeasurable bless- 
ing to an unseen host of viewers. For 
all of which, each of our 2,605,177 
members has every reason to greet the 
opening of “This Is the Life” ’s tenth 
anniversary season with a mighty Soli 
Deo gloria! To God alone be glory! 


‘| BY HERMAN W. GOCKEL 


he Wisconsin Evangelical Lu- 
theran Synod has suspended 
fellowship with our Synod. 
I quoted the pertinent para- 

88 sraphs of the resolution in 
the Sept. 5 issue of the WITNESS. 

We interpret this resolution to mean 
that there will be no pulpit and altar 
fellowship, not even prayer, between 
our church bodies unless future con- 
versations should lead to agreement on 
the theology of fellowship. 

Furthermore, the resolution states 
that the action taken by the Wisconsin 
Synod is based on Romans 16:17, 18, 
which reads: “Now I beseech you, 
brethren, mark them which cause divi- 
sions and offenses contrary to the doc- 
trine which ye have learned, and avoid 
them. For they that are such serve not 
our Lord Jesus Christ but their own 
belly and b: good words and fair 
speeches deceive the hearts of the sim- 
plow 

The Wisconsin Synod accuses us of 
causing divisions and offenses contrary 
to the doctrine of God’s Word. In an- 
other paragraph the statement is made 
that this does not imply a judgment on 
the personal faith of any individual 
member of our Synod, but that it is 
rather a stern admonition addressed to 
our Synod as a corporate body. I can- 
not understand what the last sentence 
means. 


Another point is that all who “are of 
a like mind” with the Wisconsin Synod 
should “identify themselves” with them 


WISCONSIN 


RESOLUTION 


“in supporting the Scriptural, histori- 
cal position of the Synodical Confer- 
ence.” This is equivalent to a charge 
that our Synod has left this “Scriptural, 
historical position.” 

According to the resolution the Wis- 
consin Synod stands ready to resume 
discussions with us “with the aim of 
re-establishing unity of doctrine and 
practice and of restoring fellowship rela- 
tions.” However, these discussions are 
no longer to be on a fraternal basis but 
are to be conducted “under conditions 
which do not imply a denial of our 
previous testimony” and “outside the 
framework of fellowship.” Does this 
mean that meetings of this nature could 
not be opened with a joint devotion, 
not even a joint prayer? 


How shall we of our Synod react 
to this? 

We cannot understand how such ac- 
tion could be taken. We know, of 
course, that for many years the Wis- 
consin Synod’s doctrine of the church 
and the ministry differed from ours. 
We know also that objections were 
voiced against our Synod’s position on 
having Boy Scout troops within our 
congregations under Lutheran leader- 
ship. Furthermore, exception was taken 
against our position on military chap- 
laincies. But convincing evidence that 
these are practices contrary to God’s 
Word was lacking. 

Now our sister Synod has accused us 
of unionism because when meeting with 
other Lutherans with whom we were 
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not in complete doctrinal agrees 
we opened these meetings with a 
prayer. We surely cannot consid 
a violation of God’s Word when} 
therans who know and admit that if 
are not in doctrinal fellowship but 
eager to reach agreement in doc 
join in a prayer for the Holy Spinif 
guide them. 

But above all, why should our | 
Synod base her resolution on Rom 
16:17, 18? By God’s grace we are} 
such people as “cause divisions . . .|} 
trary to the doctrine” of God’s. 
By God's grace we are not “belly | iy 
ers.” By God’s grace we do noth 
good words and fair speeches ded 
the hearts of the simple.” 


However, let us guard against ] 
condemnations. These would not 
complish any good whatsoever. Ri 
should we examine refully 
brought about this regreitable actia 
our sister Synod. 

Many of our people have know 
years that the relations between 
Synod and the Wisconsin Evange 
Lutheran Synod as well as the Evan 
cal Lutheran Synod (Norwegian) | 
rather strained. The latter suspex 
relations with our Synod in 1 
though they continued membershi 
the Synodical Conference and alsop 
tinued to discuss doctrinal issues4 
to formulate doctrinal  statemy 
Furthermore, they continued to co-« 
ate with us in mission work among 

(Continued on page 19) 
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ational Lutheran Council—Missouri Synod 


EXPLORATORY 


~ DISCUSSIONS 


pastors of the National Lutheran 
Council and The Lutheran Church — 
Missouri Synod recently received 
ys on the Lutheran Confessions Basic 
utheran Co-operation.”’ The four 
s were prefaced by a foreword by 
ohn W. Behnken, President of The 
ran Church — Missouri Synod, and 
r. Norman Menter, President of the 
nal Lutheran Council. The foreword 
essays states: 


In 1958 the Nationel Lutheran Council 
ended to The Lutheran Church — Mis- 
ri Synod an invitation to examine the 
ole question of co-operative activities 
American Lutheranism. As background 
such examination it was deemed wise 
both parties to conduct a series of 
etings at which some of the funda- 
ntal theological issues relevant to any 
id of co-operation might be discussed. 
The papers presented in this brochure 
re prepared as source material for 
se free theological discussions. Present 
“these meetings were members of the 
ctrinal Unity Committee of The Lutheran 
urch — Missouri Synod, the Executive 
mmittee of the National Lutheran Coun- 
, and a selected number of theologians 
d churchmen from both groups. 
The first meeting, which was held in 
icago on July 7—9, 1960, was concerned 
th the meaning of the term ‘“‘doctrine of 
Gospel’’ in Article VII of the Augsburg 
nfession. The key sentence in this Article 
“And to the true unity of the church 
is enough to agree concerning the doc- 
ne of the Gospel and the administration 
the sacraments.” Two essays were writ- 
n for the first meeting, one by Dr. Conrad 
rgendoff, president of Augustana College, 
ck Island, Ill., and the other by Dr. Mar- 
Franzmann, professor at Concordia 
eological Seminary, St. Louis, Mo, They 
e exegetical in nature and speak to the 
w Testament understanding of the Gospel. 
The second meeting was held on Nov. 
and 19, 1960, in St. Louis. The focal 
int of this meeting was the question: 
hat doctrinal i 


understanding is essential 
r the proper proclamation of the Gospel? 
, answer this properly within the Lutheran 
ntext, it was deemed necessary to explore 
e way in which one subscribes to the 
nfessions of the Lutheran Church. This 
as done on the basis of the topic ‘The 
gnificance of Confessional Subscription.” 
© papers were delivered — one by Dr. 
eodore G. Tappert, professor, Lutheran 
eological Seminary, Philadelphia, Pa., 
d the other by Dr. Herbert J. A. Bouman, 
ofessor at Concordia Theological Semi- 
ry, St. Louis, Mo. 

A third meeting is scheduled for Oct. 30 
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and 31 and Nov. 1, 1961, and wil! con- 
sider the general topic ‘‘What Kind of Co- 
operation Is Possible in View of the Discus- 
sions to Date?” 

The group decided that the four essays 
should be mailed to all Lutheran pastors 
in America for careful study. This will 
afford the Lutheran clergy of America an 
opportunity to gain firsthand information 
about the position taken by representatives 
of the church bodies involved in these 
conferences. Of course, the reader will not 
have had the opportunity to evaluate the 
discussions which followed the reading of 
the essays. 

All participants in the conferences agreed 
that there was much unified thinking on 
many of the points made by the essayists. 
For this we are grateful to God. This, how- 
ever, does not mean that all differences 
have been overcome. This is especially true 
in view of the fact that the time was too 
short to permit a thorough discussion of 
the many facets of the four essays. 

Furthermore, one- or even two-day meet- 
ings do not allow sufficient time for the 
discussion of all the various doctrines of 
Holy Writ which are re’evant. Much more 
study is necessary. We trust that the 
future will present further cpportunities for 
such studies. 

We sincerely pray and fervently hope 
that ultimately God may lead the Lutheran 
churches to full agreement on the basis of 
Holy Writ and the Lutheran Confessions. 

The groups attending these meetings are 
not competent to commit their church 
bodies to any specific agreements. It should 
be remembered that these discussions are 
exploratory. We are happy to report that 
they have been conducted in the true spirit 
- of Christian charity, respect, and good will. 


On Aug. 1 and 2 a planning meeting, 
preliminary to the larger October gather- 
ing referred to in the foreword, was con- 
vened in Chicago. At that time preliminary 
and tentative drafts of papers —to be 
presented at the October meeting — on 
the type of co-operation allowable on the 
basis of the doctrinal unity evidenced by 
the discussions hitherto were presented. 
Those papers, too, will undoubtedly be in 
the hands of the Lutheran pastors in Amer- 
ica before the end of the calendar year. 

As a result of realignment and mergers 
in American Lutheranism, it is quite pos- 
sible and probable that the present 
Nationa! Lutheran Council will be recon- 
stituted. The discussions revealed that 
were such a “‘reconstitution’’ to take place, 
The Lutheran Church — Missouri Synod 
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could play a significant role in the forma- 
tion of such a federation or council. 


The purpose and function of an asso- 
ciation of this type would be dual in 
nature: the continued study of doctrine 
with the aim of reaching the highest type 
of unity attainable this side of eternity; 
and the ‘‘regularizing”’ of co-operative en- 
deavors — apart from pulpit and altar 
fellowship — currently carried on by the 
Missouri Synod and the National Lutheran 
Council. 

This joint venture could well assume 
the character of the ‘‘free conferences” 
for which the Missouri Synod has been 
pleading these many years. At the same 
time the co-operative endeavors — ex- 
clusive of pulpit and altar fellowship — 
in which the various Lutheran bodies are 
engaged could be legitimatized. 


It is our sincere hope that our pastors 
will seriously study the essays mailed to 
them. The degree of unanimity evidenced 
in the papers indicates that God's bless- 
ing rested upon the meetings. The concern 
among all Lutherans in America for loyalty 
to the historic Lutheran Confessions was 
particularly heartening. Moreover, the 
representatives of the Missouri Synod were 
impressed by the insistence of the repre- 
sentatives of the National Lutheran Coun- 
cil that a continued study of God’s Word 
and the Lutheran Confessions be an in- 
tegral and essential part of continued 
joint endeavors. 

The members of the Missouri Synod’s 
Doctrinal Unity Committee feel strongly 
that all members of our Synod — pas- 
tors and people — should be aware of 
the nature and the results of the meetings 
held with the National Lutheran Council 
representatives. Accordingly, in addition 
to papers sent to ithe pastors, periodic 
reports will be given in the Lutheran Wit- 
ness to our members generally. 

Finally, we would urge all our people 
to pray that God’s Spirit may continue 
to direct and guide all of us into a greater 
confessional loyalty so that the unity which 
is ours as Christians and as Lutherans may 
be more apparent. 

OLIVER HARMS 
GEORGE BETO 
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LUTHERANS 


of 


MISSOURI 


and the 


HEN ABRAHAM LINCOLN delivered his 
famous address at Gettysburg, Pa., the 
“great battlefield of that war’ on which 
he stood included a Lutheran seminary. 

Both Union and Confederate forces 
used facilities of the Gettysburg semi- 
nary as the tides of battle changed. 
After the carnage the buildings were 
also used as a hospital. 

Many students of the General Syn- 
od’s theological school, now known as 
the Lutheran Theological Seminary, 
joined volunteer units to help defend 
Gettysburg. 

Differences over a social order based 
on Negro slavery had split the General 
Synod, a federation of Lutheran syn- 
ods. In 1862 Southern Lutherans 
formed the General Synod of the Evan- 
gelical Lutheran Church of the Con- 
federate States in America. Ultimately 
the group reunited with its Northern 
counterpart in the United Lutheran 
Church in America. 


Missouri — Slave Peninsula 


During the Civil War the Missouri 
Synod suffered no such division, for 
the church body had only a few con- 
gregations and pastors south of the 
Mason-Dixon line. Most of these mem- 
bers were somewhat cut off from Saint 
Louis and from fellow members in the 
North. 

The State of Missouri stuck out as 
a slave peninsula in Northern territory. 
Though St. Louis showed considerable 
pro-Southern sympathy, St. Louisans 
did not seem eager to get into the war. 
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CIVIL WAR 


Did the St. Louis Seminary Fly the Confederate Flag? 


Both political parties in Missouri 
tried to force a decision favorable to 
their own cause. When President Lin- 
coln called for 75,000 volunteers to 
augment the Northern armies after the 
attack on Fort Sumter, Missouri’s Gov- 
ernor Jackson refused to send a single 
man. Instead the Governor ordered 
militiamen to seize the arsenal at Lib- 
erty, Mo. His second objective was to 
contro] the St. Louis arsenal. 

Federalist leaders, however, organ- 
ized regiments of volunteers to hoid 
the city. In the meantime Governor 
Jackson had obtained several cannons 
from President Jefferson Davis in an 
effort to take the St. Louis arsenal. 
Soon 700 militiamen encamped on the 
city’s western outskirts. 


Walther’s Parish Divided 


Sympathies in Dr. C. F. W. Wal- 
ther’s parish were sharply divided. 
A note in the minutes of an 1871 
voters’ meeting indicates the hectic and 
chaotic days of the war: “. . . a person 
was not allowed to think his mind, 
much less express his opinion for fear 
of the ruling party.” 

Members of the local congregations, 
it was reported, would have preferred 
to shoot their pastors because of their 
stand on slavery. Even some cases of 
church discipline were postponed for 
almost a decade. One member of Wal- 
ther’s parish, a medical doctor, held that 
the apostles were motivated by political 
ambition in their stand on slavery. But 
the congregation took no action against 


BY AUGUST R. SUELFLOW 


. 2 
Battle of Wilson’s Creek, Mo.,” 
graph by Kurz and Allison, 1893. 


i 
ug. 10, 1861. From Titi 


1 
him because of a possible split in | 
membership. 

This same congregation in Februuy 
1861 added to the General Prayew 
special clause asking divine protect} 
during the war. The prayer was spob 
on bended knee. 


Walther on Slavery 


Whether or not Walther took 
decisive public stand on the slay 
issue is still a moot question. He | 
that the issue was a matter for 
state to decide. However, the ma 
questions could be resolved only on 
basis of Scripture. In a January 1 
letter to Rev. A. C. Preus of the 
wegian Synod he wrote: 


What God permits the Christians in 
New Testament to do and does not c 
mand them to put aside, but rather to 
trol, cannot be sinful in itself. And tha 
what God does with regard to slay 
which is nothing else than (to put i 
Melanchthon's words) the legal deprivaig 
of the capacity to possess property ano 
determine for oneself the type of occ 
tion which one wishes to follow and 
right to live in a place chosen by one# 

Insofar as this was ordered by la l 
America, American slavery was not si 
But whatever was added to it contrary 
God's order was just as sinful, godless, | 
damnable as Roman slavery at the time 
the apostles. Whatever the apostles didi 
condemn 
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in Roman slavery, we may 
condemn if we wish to be Christians. 
anything of a sinful nature connected 
American slavery we may not excuse, gi 
over, or justify. 
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minary Closed 


In an April 1861 letter Walther ex- 
essed his feelings after the temporary 
sing of the seminary: 

1 am writing this with a bleeding heart. 
lt is even possible that you will be ordered 
to shoot us to death here. . . . The vicinity 
of our college threatens to become the 
scene of the battle between the forces of 
the administration and our State Govern- 
ment. Consequently we have had to close 
the institution. To this abyss the Abolition- 
ist-Republican party has happily brought us, 
and to me the most disturbing thing is that 
our own Lutherans, yes, our pastors, have 
helped bring us to that point. 


To help protect the city, some of the 
maining students formed a “half 
mpany.’ Seminarian Reque, a Nor- 
egian who had served in the military, 
came the captain; Seminarian August 
rull (later professor at the college in 
prt Wayne), a lieutenant. Such a 
orce’” was not needed, however, and 
e half company was not called into 
tion. 


onfederate Flag Rumor 


During the war it was rumored that 
e Union forces had trained a large 
nnon on the seminary and that the 
stitution had flown the Confederate 
ng. However, both rumors have been 
scredited. Walther himself is said to 
ave denied that the Southern flag had 
er been raised above the seminary. 
he Union cannon undoubtedly was 
med at a more strategic target from 
s heights beyond the city. 

During most of May 1861 Mrs. Wal- 
er and the family apparently sought 
fuge with friends in Jefferson County. 
e constant threat of local clashes 


and street fighting seemed to advise 
this move. Dr. Walther, who remained 
at his post, in a letter dated May 10, 
1861, wrote to his wife: 


| have just heard that the battle has be- 
gun here, but at quite a distance from the 
college. The arsenal and the Marine Hos- 
pital are manned by only a handful. A\I- 
most all soldiers have moved oui into the 
camp of the Missouri State troops and have 
begun their activities. Thus you can see 
how the dear God has graciously taken 
What will happen next no 
mortal man can know. But we can be con- 
fident and sure that God will 
rule and_ protect. 


care of me. 


continue to 
Therefore do not be 
alarmed because of me! Without God’s will 
not even a sparrow falls from the roof, nor 
a hair from our head; why then should we 
fear? 


In a postscript he added: 


The soldiers, as | have heard, have moved 
back into the arsenal and hospital with loud 
shouts of victory. They have taken away 
the weapons of the State troops from their 
camp. This victory undoubtedly will make 
them quite arrogant. But God is thereby 
not yet defeated or dethroned. When He 
“Thus far and no farther!’ then it 
will be over. 


says, 


“Bushwhackers” in Concordia 


Over in Concordia, Mo., Pastor 
Franz J. Biltz in September 1861 was 
captured by a band of “bushwhackers,” 


ta) 
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General Festnohties camp at Jefferson City, Mo. 
Alexander Simplot for Harper's Weekly, 1861. 


or guerrillas. These Secessionists were 
frequently thieves and marauders. They 
also captured the congregation’s school- 
teacher and many other members. But 
when the invaders found no resistance, 
they simply plundered and stole as 
much as they could. Just as suddenly 
as they had come, they left without 
their prisoners. 

A month later Biltz almost lost his. 
life in a similar raid. In a letter to her 
parents Mrs. Biltz described the bush- 
whackers as “devils in the form of men 
—nothing but cursing and clubbing.” 
The children cried at the top of their 
voices. “Quiet the children,” barked 
the leader, “or we will shoot all of 
you!” The women pleaded for the 
lives of their husbands, but as the guer- 
rillas marched off, they killed their 
prisoners at regular intervals. 

Biltz himself was captured for the 
second time and carried off. He ex- 
pected to meet death, but, much to his 
surprise, he was released and permitted 
to return home. Four members of his 


congregation were killed that day. 
Five days later eleven more were 
slaughtered. 


After the woes and wounds of the 
strife that tore the nation came peace. 
It was as Dr. Walther had said, “Thus 
far and no farther!” 


Attack on St. Louis Police Court, June 17, 1861. From water 
color by William C. Streetor. 
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Can we justify the practice 

? of rising and apparently 

@ joining in prayer with peo- 
ple of a different faith, 
especially if the prayer 1s 
offered by one who denies 
Jesus Christ? 


This question may have various im- 
plications. We would first have to ask: 
Is it a public meeting, a political gather- 
ing, or a religious service? Is the offi- 
ciant a Lutheran pastor, a Roman 
priest, a Jewish Rabbi, a modernist? We 
would also have to ask: Will our action 
offend weak brethren? Would we be 
participating with a feeling of guilt? 

Certainly a true child of God will 
never under any circumstances condone 
or join in a prayer that is not addressed 
to the God of the Bible. He will not 


take part in the religious exercises of 
a group which worships a false god, 
prays to deceased human beings, or 
flagrantly denies the doctrines of the 
Holy Scriptures (Rom. 16:17; 2 Cor 7G: 
14-18) — except perhaps for an occa- 
sional “courtesy” attendance at a funeral 
or marriage. He will, in an otherwise 
nonreligious meeting, not participate in 
the prayers offered by men whose re- 
ligious principles are not in accord with 
the sound doctrine of Holy Writ. He 
will also guard against offending his 
brethren or outsiders (1 Cor. 10:32). 
He will avoid participating with a heart 
filled with misgivings (Rom. 14:23). 
No specific rule can be laid down to 
cover each and every situation, but we 
do well to remember that “every one 
of us shall give account of himself to 
God.” (Rom. 14:12) 


What does the apostle Paul 
mean in 1 Cor. 15:29: “Else 


? 


@ what shell they do which 
are baptized for the dead, 
if the dead rise not at all? 
Why are they then bap- 
tized for the dead?” 


Bible commentators have offered 
some 30 to 40 interpretations of this 
unusual statement of St. Paul, showing 
how extremely difficult it is to answer 
this question with any degree of finality. 
Three of the many interpretations, how- 
ever, are more plausible than the others. 

Martin Luther took the view that cer- 
tain Christians in St. Paul’s day had 
themselves baptized “among the graves” 
to show they believed that the dead 
over whose graves they were being bap- 
tized would rise again (St. Louis Ed., 
VIII, 1197). Luther definitely rejected 
the idea that the Corinthian Christians 
had themselves baptized in place of 
others who had died as unbaptized un- 
believers (proxy baptism). 
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Dr. W. H. T. Dau writes in the 
International Standard Bible Encyclo- 
pedia: “The Greek preposition ‘huper’ 
(for) expresses also the motive that 
may prompt a person to a certain ac- 
tion. In this case the motive was sug- 
gested by the dead, viz., by the dead 
insofar as they shall rise... . If a per- 
son has sought baptism in view of the 
fact that the dead are to rise to be 
judged, his baptism is valueless if the 
dead do not rise.” 

Dean Henry Alford in the saine en- 
cyclopedia takes this view: “The nat- 
ural meaning of the words is obvious. 
Men in Corinth and possibly elsewhere 
were being continually baptized on be- 
half of others who were at the time 
dead, with a view of benefiting them in 
the resurrection; but if there be no 
resurrection, what shall they thus ac- 
complish and why do they do it? The 
only legitimate reference is to a practice 

. . of survivors allowing themselves to 
be baptized on behalf of friends who 
had died without baptism.” 
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Though differing on the reason f 
this observance, these interpretation | 
agree on the central point: The aposth 
cites the practice of baptism for tlh 
dead as a strong indication that the 
who desired such baptism were firm 
convinced there would be a resurrecti¢ 
of the dead. “If the dead rise not 
all,” how foolish and inconsistent it wW 
for them to engage in such baptizing! |} 

We must emphasize, however, thf 
even though they sincerely believed th 
a resurrection of the dead would tak 
place, baptism on behalf of the deag 
that is, to benefit people who had diay 
without baptism, was meaningless. 4 
the just shall live by faith, so an i 
dividual can be benefited only by 
own baptism, not by a proxy baptisis 


of one of his survivors. (Mark 16:16 
? Does God send afflictions i|) 
His children as so man 


= punishments for their sins 


The afflictions and trials which Gaw 
permits believers to experience are né 
punishments for sin — Christ has ag 
ready borne that punishment for ther 
(Is. 53:4,5). They are rather wholl 
some chastenings or corrections sei 
by a loving Father for their good 
namely, to keep them from being cow 
demned with the world (1 Cor. 11:3% 
Heb. 12:5-11). To clarify and illu 
trate this truth, the writer of the Epist} 
to the Hebrews points to the disciplin 
which God-fearing parents apply i 
dealing with their children. The whigi 
pings they occasionally administer: ar 
not manifestations of hatred or reveng 
but of a loving concern which woul 
have their children avoid evil ways ant 
walk in the ways of God. | 

Because God loves His children, 
is not willing that they forsake the wa 
of truth and righteousness and lose thes 
souls. So He places burdens on ther 
to keep them humble, to lead them t 
examine their life and conduct accord 
ing to the Word, to seek His forgive 
ness, to pray for strength, and to wali 
in His ways. 

As Christian children in later life n 
longer regard parental discipline 4 
punishment for wrongdoings but sé 
it as the invaluable correction it wa 
intended to be, so God’s childre 
though at times with tears in their eyes 
thank God for His loving concern. Nd 
the afflictions of Christians are not pum 
ishments but proof of the love a 
a Father’s heart, which seeks only theif 
everlasting good. O. E. SOHN 


THE LUTHERAN WITNES 


FAMILY COUNCIL 


Vhen Father 
Keeps the Purse 


The problem: AFTER TEN YEARS OF 
RRIAGE 1 HAVE NOT BEEN ABLE TO 
VE THE MONEY PROBLEM WITH MY 
SBAND. I have to ask him for money 

the milkman, for the children’s 
ches, for groceries, and for what- 
sr I need. I have had to rob the chil- 
n’s piggy banks so often that we no 
ger have them. My husband has 
ough money for our needs, but he 
vays makes a scene when he gives 
to me or to the children. 


oward solution: Why should you 
your husband continue this squab- 
? That it has gone on for ten years 
uld indicate there is some reason for 
ping it up. Perhaps you tend to be 
sy, and your husband is hanging on 
the only way he can be boss. 

Fortunate are the husbands and wives 
o successfully handle the money 
blem. To do this is important for 
- good of the family. So sit down 
h your husband and work out a list 
your needs. Convince him that life 
uld be simpler for all concerned if 


The problem: CECIL AND I WERE 
RRIED AFTER WORLD War II, WHEN 
USING WAS SHORT. My parents were 
d to have us move in with them. My 
her has since died, and we have 
yed on with Mother, although Cecil 
tks about 20 miles away. 

For several years Cecil and my 
ther have had arguments about the 
use and lawn and other things. I will 
mit that Mother is somewhat bossy, 
Cecil has been 
nting me to live with him in the town 
ere he works, but I feel I want to 
y with Mother. Lately Cecil has 
en staying with his parents for days 
a time. What should I do? 


Toward solution: Since it is not 
arly indicated that your mother needs 
u, your first obligation would seem to 
‘to your husband. Most likely he 
s that the thing to do is to establish 
ur own home. Isn’t he right? If it is 


‘od 
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he gave you a certain amount for your 
personal and household expenses. Of 
course, this means that you wil! have to 
act responsibly in your spending and 
that he will have to trust you. 

If you cannot work out a satisfactory 
arrangement on the basis of mutual re- 
sponsibility and teamwork, you have a 
deeper problem of which your “money 
problem” is only a symptom. The fault 
may not be altogether your husband’s. 
If your problem is “deep,” seek the help 
of your pastor. If it is a matter of 
management, a family counselor or so- 
cial worker will be able to help you. 

If this money business is only a 
foible, an eccentricity your husband has 
acquired, it may be cured, or at least 
endured, by using your sense of humor. 
We are not suggesting that you say, 
“Come on, you old skinflint, shell out 
some money for groceries, and make 
your usual fuss.” If you are a wise 
woman, you will know what fits the 
situation. Not taking a person seriously 
in his quirks is often the best way of 
helping him overcome them. 


better for newlyweds to face life on 
their own, why isn’t it good for you? 

It is not surprising that Cecil is un- 
happy. Don’t you realize how much 
he would like the two of you to have 
your own home, your own lawn and 
garden, and a chance to work out 
family problems together? 

It is wholesome for parents to give 
help if needed and desired. But your 
mother may be on the scené too much. 
Perhaps she herself would welcome a 
little freedom. You did not say that 
she wanted you to stay with her but 
only that you wanted to stay with her. 

When God in the beginning revealed 
His design for marriage and family life, 
what He said regarding the man also 
applies to the woman: “Therefore shall 
4 man leave his father and his mother 
and shall cleave unto his wife” (Gene- 
sis 2:24). Jesus reaffirmed the same 
principle when He said, “Have ye not 
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Living with In-Law 


read that He which made them at the 
beginning made them male and female 
and said, For this cause shall a man 
leave father and mother and shall cleave 
to his wife, and they twain shall be one 
flesh?” (Matthew 19:4, 5) 

This “leave-cleave” principle has a 
wider meaning than moving 30 miles or 
5,000 miles away from parents and es- 
tablishing one’s own home. It means 
that the former attachment to father 
and mother gives place to affection and 
concern for the welfare of one’s mate. 

Nowhere does our Lord even imply 
that father and mother are to be re- 
jected, unloved, uncared for. But hus- 
bands and wives are to establish rela- 
tionships which have their own special 
attachments free from the parents of 
either marriage partner. This is God’s 
design, and it has proved to be the best 
principle for generations. 

Harry G. COINER 
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‘Checking the facts for interviews by WITNESS reporters 


i i tary Ki i issi il; Dr. Oliver R. 
L. to r.: Dr. W. F. Bulle, Executive Secretary of Synod’s Medical Mission Council; 
Harms, First Vice-President of Synod; and Mrs. Norma Kretzmann, wife of Rev. Justus P. Kretzmann, 
pastor of Atonement Church, Florissant, Mo., and former missionary to Nigeria 


WISCONSIN SUSPENSION ACTION CALLS FOR 
ADSUSTMENTS IN JOINT CONFERENCE WORK 


Mission and charity work done 
jointly for many years by Synodical 
Conference churches will run into com- 
plications as a result of the Wisconsin 
Synod’s move to suspend fraternal re- 
lations with the Missouri Synod. 

Working relationships of Wisconsin 
and Missouri Synod groups, as well as 
policy on membership transfers, will 
also need re-evaluation, according to 
Dr. Oliver R. Harms, First Vice-Presi- 
dent of the Missouri Synod. 


Africa 


Since the Wisconsin suspension reso- 
lution states a readiness “to continue 
our support of joint projects carried on 
by the Synodical Conference until we 
can adjust to the new conditions 
brought about by the suspension,” Dr. 
Harms feels that the African mission 
program of the Conference is not se- 
riously threatened. 

More than 85% of the funds sup- 
porting Synodical Conference work in 
Africa come from the Missouri Synod. 
Only one missionary pastor, one mis- 
sionary teacher, and one or two nurses 
from the Wisconsin Synod are now on 
active duty in the Nigerian field. 

Decisions on ownership of jointly 
held mission properties and supervision 
of the work (now the responsibility of 
the Missionary Board of the Synodical 
Conference) will no doubt be made by 
representatives of the four member 
synods (Missouri, Wisconsin, Norwe- 
gian, Slovak). 

Most likely, according to Dr. Harms, 
these representatives would include the 
presidents of the four synods, the offi- 
cers of the Conference, and its Board 
of Trustees. 
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If the Missionary Board of the Syn- 
odical Conference can no longer direct 
the African program, “one would natu- 
rally expect it to fall under the super- 
vision of the Missouri Synod’s Board 
for World Missions,” added the First 
Vice-President. 


Conference Make-up 


Questions concerning the make-up of 
the Synodical Conference may touch 
off some discordant views and thorny 
problems. 

“Whoever withdraws from the Syn- 
odical Conference,” Dr. Harms. said, 
“would no longer be in the Conference. 
We, however, have not withdrawn. We 
have done all within our power to keep 
the Conference intact. 

“Our Synod, as stated in the reso- 
lution adopted at our 1944 convention, 
holds that ‘joint prayer at intersynod- 
ical conferences, ‘asking God for His 
guidance and blessing upon the delib- 
erations and discussions of His Word,’ 
is permissible ‘provided such prayer 
does not imply denial of truth or sup- 
port of error.’ Our position is Scrip- 
tural and accords with the platform of 
the Synodical Conference.” 

If and when Synodical Conference 
representatives meet, they will not unite 
in prayer because the Wisconsin Synod 
resolution states that future discussion 
are to be “conducted outside the frame- 
work of fellowship.” 


Bethesda 


Negro mission work in the South, 
a joint undertaking of the Synodical 
Conference since 1877, will proceed as 
planned at the May 1961 Synodical 
Conference convention. 
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The Missouri Synod will have sol 
ownership of the Selma, Ala., trainin 
school for pastors and teachers. Be 
ginning Jan. 1, 1962, Synod’s Southerr 
District will assume full responsibility 
for Negro work in its boundaries. 

Welfare agencies and special servicey 
under Synodical Conference auspicei#) 
will also need to make adjustments t¢ 
the “new conditions.” | 

Perhaps heading the list would be ' 
Bethesda Lutheran Home, Watertown 
Wis., to which members of the Mis 
souri Synod gave some $1'% million 
in the “Building for Christ” campaign: 

While Bethesda and other Synodic 
Conference institutions, agencies, analy 
services do not come under direct Coni 
ference control, their boards and direcx 
tors in all likelihood will face knotty) 
decisions. 

Membership Transfers 

Among policies which will need rei) 
evaluation, according to Dr. Harms, iif 
the proper course to follow when Misigg 
souri Synod congregations receive memijy 
bers from Wisconsin Synod churches} 

Since the Missouri Synod is a “falselylly 
teaching church” in the eyes of thal 
Wisconsin Synod, their congregation 
will no longer transfer members to us 
as sister congregations, Dr. Harms saidi 

“Proper procedure would deman 
that we ask Wisconsin Synod members}, 
who want to join our church whether) 
they accept Missouri’s doctrinal posit 
tion,” he went on. “If they do, we may 
accept them by profession of faith.’. 

“In this connection,” he added 
“I would like to urge conduct that 
is above reproach. This should not be 
hard for us. We do not believe in wean+ 
ing members away from other churchesg 

“We may have differences with Wis# 
consin, but let us all show respect fon 
one another and conform to highesty 
Christian standards in our church re¥# 
lations. What we especially plead for 
is that relatives divided by membershi 
in the two synods exercise Christian 
love and not be torn apart. | 

“At the same time let me emphasize 
again that the Missouri Synod _hasi} 
done everything possible to maintai 
fellowship with its sister synods. The 
charge of the Wisconsin Synod that we 
do not take disciplinary action againsts 
men who show laxity in fellowship) 
practices is not well founded. Disci-ij 
pline has been and is still being exer-} 
cised. 

“Finally, we are still willing andy 
ready at any time to enter into furthe 
discussions to settle our differences witht} 
the Wisconsin Synod.” 


anes 
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lis is the place where we 
JLD be! There’s no place on the 
where the work of the church is 
crucial right now than Nigeria.” 
th eyes flashing his conviction, 
W. F. Bulle, Lutheran Medical 
on Council secretary, was giving 
ews on the future of the Synodical 
srence’s West African field in the 
of the Wisconsin Synod’s suspen- 
of fellowship relations with the 
yuri Synod. 

scribing his recent Wheat Ridge 
dation-sponsored survey of Syn- 
medical evangelistic work in Asia 
Africa, Dr. Bulle confessed a sen- 
ital attachment to the work in 
, his home for nine years when 
aded the Ambur hospital. He ex- 
d high praise for aggressive work 
g Chinese refugees in Hong Kong 
Taiwan and keen admiration of 
ts into New Guinea and elsewhere. 
ut today,” he drummed, “the chal- 
of Africa is simply unparalleled. 
pe our church will see it and 
in.” 

dding vigorous assent was Mrs. 
a Kretzmann, who had accom- 
d her pastor-husband Justus, the 
cal Mission Council’s pastoral ad- 
on the survey tour. 


Changing Fast 


frica is changing so terribly fast,” 
aid — remembering the “early” 
when she as missionary wife 
d open and develop the Nigeria 
on. “I do hope our church 
les at home will make no differ- 
in our missionary outlook and 
tives in Africa.” 

e youthful M.D. mission execu- 
quickly cited five reasons for the 
mportance of a live and outgoing 
tian witness in West Africa: over- 
,jet-fast changes; the great appeal 
ommunism for the emerging Afri- 
heightened by vast quantities of 
uality Red literature. 

so: the rolling advance of Islam 
‘the North; one fourth of all Afri- 
living south of the Sahara are 


in Nigeria and more people well 
led in the art of self-government. 

nd in this vast land of ferment 
present opportunity our work is 
confined to a small corner,” he 
d. “We must move quickly into 
arger population centers and leap- 
north and west into the interior. 
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rians; less government “by emo- 


“PLACE WHERE WE SHOULD BE,” 
BULLE AFTER SURVEY TOUR 


A move in the right direction, he 
said, is the work opened the past few 
years in Ogoja province, some 300 
miles north of Eket. 

To reinforce the witness of the Ogoja 
workers, organized medical work will 
be opened shortly under the leadership 
of Dr. William Maier, Oregon physi- 
cian, who has had two previous years 
of African experience. 

Funds to build a hospital in Ogoja 
were voted by the LWML at its recent 
Pittsburgh convention. 

“It will not be a full-fledged, mul- 
tiple-unit hospital,” Dr. Bulle explained, 
“but rather a base of operations for 
medical evangelism throughout the 
area. Only the most essential clinical 
and surgical facilities will be provided.” 

“You see,” he added, “medical work 
is not practiced in institutions alone. 
It is an integral part of the total witness 
of the church. Medical evangelistic 
work is the right word for it. That kind 
of work has been going on in Ogoja 
and elsewhere right along.” 


Doorstep Clinics 


“Probably our best medical mis- 
sionaries are the missionaries’ wives,” 
he said, as Mrs. Kretzmann shot him a 
you-can-say-that-again glance. 

“Every parsonage doorstep is a clinic 
and part of the kitchen a dispensary,” 
she put in. 

“Because the missionary is always 
busy and on the run, people coming 


LIVING FAR AP 
theran Women’s Missionary 


Hahn, Elmhurst, N.Y. second vice-president of t 
Mrs. David Preisinger, whose husband is pastor o 


with their aches and ailments naturally 
gravitate to Madame Missionary. 

“They get from her not only salves 
and sympathy but also a living demon- 
stration that Christians live and prac- 
tice the love they preach.” 

An “outpouring of faith’ was Mrs. 
Kretzmann’s description of the pills- 
and-bandage phase of her life in a 
mission parsonage. 


Overriding Question 


All important at the present stage of 
the Nigerian development, in Dr. Bulle’s 
estimation, is a fuller use of national 
members in medical evangelistic work. 

Though training facilities are limited, 
he is convinced the African church 
must very soon supply its own medical 
and nursing staff. 

He hopes the proposed nursing 
school in connection with the Eket hos- 
pital, now in the talking stage, will 
materialize without delay. 

“Work — and work now — must be 
the big emphasis in our African mis- 
sion,” was his response to whether 
Synodical Conference difficulties would 
hurt the program. “The overriding 
question can never be which synod or 
group of synods does the work, but 
that the work be done.” 

Dr. Bulle added: “If the question of 
synodical loyalty should become an 


issue among the workers or the 
churches in Africa — may God pre- 
vent it! — we can only pray that this 


young church, now in the latter stages 
of formation and not fully self-govern- 
ing, may ride out the storm unhurt.” 


Lie 


art but drawn closely together by the recent convention of the Lu- 
League in Pittsburgh, Pa. 


(l. to r.): Mrs. Lucie E. 
he 200,000-member organization; 
# Good Shepherd Church, Hono- 


lulu; and Mrs. Herbert Zorn, wife of the Nagercoil, India, seminary professor. 
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For the dramatic presentation “Wheel of Life’ President M. L. Koehneke stands 


under the cross-and-crown symbol representing the hub, and the audience groups 
around him in six sections representing areas of the Christian life. 


“WHEEL OF LIFE” SHOWS LOVE IN ACTION 


AT JOINT LEA-NLPTL 


“Wheel of Life,’ an out-of-the-ordi- 
nary action address involving the entire 
audience, brought into living focus the 
theme of the 1961 convention of the 
Lutheran Education Association and 
the National Lutheran Parent-Teacher 
League. 

Meeting at Concordia Senior College, 
Fort Wayne, Ind., Aug. 6—8, many of 
the 506 registrants found that “Con- 
strained by Love” was not merely a 
slogan on a banner but a living action 
theme making the convention “an ex- 
perience in the fellowship of Christ’s 
love.” 

The constraining love theme, sounded 
and applied in the keynote and banquet 
addresses, was woven into worship and 
workshops, sectional conferences and 
discussions. 

“Speechiets” 

Even the four teen-agers who gave 
“speechlets” at the banquet showed how 
Christians can be reflectors of the love 
of Christ. Dorothy Chambers spoke 
on “All Men Are Created Equal,” 
Gary Stair on “Morality —- on the 
Skids,” Linda Stoltenberg on ‘“Teen- 
agers, Christ Is for You,” and Patsy 
Maxwell on “Parents as God’s Gifts.” 

Devotions in the chapel and by the 
campus lake brought the convention 
theme to full expression in the classic 
love passages of Scripture, interpreted 
with hymns, responses, and prayers. 

Love was dramatized in “Child In- 
surance,” a winning play presented by 
a Fort Wayne group. Written by Dr. 
A. J. Bueltmann, the play depicts the 
role of parents in implanting Christian 
love and making it operative. 

“Wheel of Life,” another dramatic 
presentation, at the closing session per- 
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CONVENTION 


mitted all the delegates to identify 
themselves actively with the conven- 
tion theme. 


Hub and Spokes 


On the platform beneath a cross- 
and-crown emblem representing the hub 
of the wheel stood the speaker, Presi- 
dent M. L. Koehneke of the River 
Forest teachers college. Grouped about 
him and divided into six sections by 
aisles (spokes) sat the audience. 

Each section stood for one area of 
the Christian life: work, rest, worship, 
study, recreation, and suffering. In all 
six areas the talks showed the action 
of “God’s love to us and our love to 
God.” 

After each meditation the sections 
shifted another “spoke” until all six 
had moved through the full turn of the 
wheei. Thus members of the audience 
projected themselves. into everyday 
situations where Christ must be central 
if religion is to be meaningful. 


Penetrating Study 


With such worship and study pro- 
viding the color and mood, LEA ses- 
sions and sectionals followed the direc- 
tion of the organization’s purpose: to 
help all who teach in church or com- 
munity — pastors, teachers, and lay- 
men — to reach out in Christ’s love for 
Christ’s people and help equip them for 
their total ministry of love. 

“Love in Christian Education,” pre- 
sented by Paul G. Bretscher, Valparaiso 
professor, was a penetrating study of 
the basic concepts which make educa- 
tion distinctively Christian. 

The unique opportunity of parents, 
teachers, and pastors to help children 
with normal and special problems as 
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helping parents fulfill their teachif 


Christ would help them came to- 
fore in a discussion of “Counseli 
led by Martin Wessler, Springfield, 


Faith in Creed and Deed 
Faith in creed and deed was 


processes taking place as parents leary 
from leaders and from each other. 


Dr. O. E. Feucht said: 
of church members who _ underst 
moral and ethical issues in the role 
government and public policy see 
frighteningly small. Our children mi 
be trained to be tomorrow’s Christ} 
lawmakers, judges, and administra 

. and we as Christian parents ¢ 
teachers must provide the princip# 
ideals, and building blocks so that t 
may be achieved.” 

Other chapters of the book were 
viewed and discussed in sectional may 
ings by Rev. Richard Ludwig, ] 
Martin P. Simon, and Frederick 
Meyer. 4 


Standing Room Only 5 


Workshop sessions with  standi ; 
room-only audiences included “Fann 
Life Education,” led by Dr. Bueltmas 
and “Teen-Age Code,” by Otto 
Wirgau. : 

Emphasis at all workshops was 


and training tasks. i 

Good parent education, accord 
to a five-point standard adopted by iff 
NLPTL group, meets basic child tra 
ing needs, leads to dialogue, utili 
good resources, ties into the total pi 
gram of the parish, and uses effect 
methods to develop parental insigl 
skills, and attitudes. 


“Do as I Do” 


In a joint session of the two ed 
vening groups a panel discussion, “ 
as I Do,” dealt with the problem | 
translating Christian doctrine imi 
Christian action. All who work 
Christian education must exemplify j 
well as verbalize their love for Chri 
said panelists Douglas Fritz, Maria 
Konesnik, Martha Zunker, and Lore 
Weber. 

“In this way,” said Dr. Feucht, 
also served as WITNESS convention 
porter, “the convention gave pastor 
teachers, and parents a vision of thf 
task in today’s world and the Gosp@y 
power to fulfill their mission effé 
tively.” 
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COMMUNISM 


(Continued from page 8) 


ndividual Christian’s life and help 
, the Communist-defeating Gospel 
all the world. 


“ADOPTING” A MISSIONARY 


ven there are the specific things a 
stian can do through the activities 
is local congregation. 

ipils of Christian day schools and 
lay schools, members of Bible 
es and other groups, as well as en- 
songregations, carry on special mis- 
projects — in addition to their reg- 
support of Synod’s world mission. 
"he Board for World Missions will 
ly information about “adopting” 
issionary or send you a Missions 
=ct Catalog upon request.) 

srtainly the combined efforts of 
stian churches can do much to aile- 
the lot of the world’s hungry and 
people who eagerly listen to the 
ardly attractive but false panaceas 
ommunism. 

It compared with the work that 
s to be done —if these masses are 
e won for Christ and kept from 
mbing to Communism and eternal 
— we have not yet begun to fight. 


ON A WHITE HORSE 


any people — perhaps most — are 
ng for action of heroic proportions 
ght Communism. Something that 
really stir the imagination. Like 
ing off on a white horse. 

ey don’t know what the horse is, 
they don’t exactly know where to 
e off to, but they get a thrill out 
arging. 


F- THE “LITTLE” THINGS 


e war against Communism will 
r be won like that. It will take 
, painful effort. 
means educating U. S, citizens con- 
ng our role in world affairs. 
means, above all, thorough instruc- 
in the Gospel of Christ — at home 
abroad. 

wildly charging, shouting, here- 
-and-gone-tomorrow tactics will 
victories over the wily, willing-to- 
followers of Marx, Lenin, and 
shchev. 
takes willingness to do undramatic 
things and to keep on doing them. 
kes courage born of trust in God. 
takes no courage, for example, to 

articles like this against Com- 
ism. Not in the United States of 


MBER 19, 1961 


America. It’s like writing against polio 
or cancer or crime waves. 

What takes courage is translating 
words and ideas into action. Doing 
something about them. 


THE BIG DIFFERENCE 


The most effective way a Christian 
can fight Communism, then, is to live 
his Christian faith to the highest pos- 
sible degree. 

Not just because he wants to preserve 
his way of life but because he loves the 
Savior who gave His life for him. And 
his Savior asks him to live a totally 
committed life. 

And the more lives the Holy Spirit 
enters through the preaching of the 
Gospel, the more lives will be changed. 
They will be won away from idolatry 
and Communism. Won for Christ. 
Through the Spirit’s power. 

That’s the big difference in the ulti- 
mate outcome of the battle of Com- 
munism versus. Christianity: That 
supernatural power in which the Com- 
munists say they do not believe — but 
which for us spells certain victory. 


KHRUSHCHEV HIMSELF 


But — who knows! If we work hard 
enough to bring the Gospel of Christ 
to all the world, the Spirit may enter 
the heart of Khrushchev himself. 

Khrushchev at the feet of Christ? 

The Cross high over the Kremlin? 

It’s not impossible — for God. 

Pray for it—fervently. Work for 
it — feverishly. 

Gagarin, Titov, Cuba, Berlin! They 
all warn dramatically that the time is 
very short. 
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Wilkinson, W. W. Norton, New York, 
$4.50; paper, $1.95 

The War Called Peace: Khrushchev’s 
Communism, by Harry Overstreet and 
Bonaro Wilkinson, W. W. Norton, New 
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REACTION 
(Continued from page 10) 


Negroes in our country as well as in 
Africa (Nigeria and Ghana). The Wis- 
consin Synod declared that they were 
in a state of vigorously protesting fel- 
lowship. 

Years ago we had an Intersynodical 
Relations Committee. Those of us who 
served on it will recall the charged 
atmosphere of some of these meetings. 
We had to listen to a list of complaints 
against “unionistic” practices on the 
part of individuals in our Synod. In 
some instances we simply had to admit 
that things had happened which should 
not have happened. 

In fact, all of us have reason to ap- 
pear before God in deep sorrow and 
contrition. Somewhere along the line 
we have said and done things which 
were provocative. Thereby we have 
added to the tensions which have re- 
sulted in this rupture. Let us humble 
ourselves before God. Yes, let us sin- 
cerely repent. May God graciously for- 
give us. 

Impasse Situation 


It became evident that the Inter- 
synodical Relations Committee could 
not carry on further. The Synodical 
Conference Joint Union Committee, 
consisting of the committees on doc- 
trinal unity of the four constituent 
bodies, was asked to take over this 
work. 

The meetings of this committee be- 
gan on a very high level. The spirit 
was truly congenial and fraternal. As 
a result statements were formulated on 
Scripture and the Antichrist. Further- 
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more, statements were in the process 
of formulation on justification, sancti- 
fication, etc. 

However, after the first reading and 
partial discussion of our Synod’s state- 
ment on “The Theology of Fellowship,” 
it became apparent that we were now 
facing difficulties. The representatives 
of the Wisconsin Synod informed us 
that we had reached an impasse. This 
meant that the Synodical Conference 
Committee would no longer meet for 
_the purpose of further discussions. 

Though we insisted that such a step 
was premature and pleaded that we 
might continue to confer with each 
other, the representatives of the Wiscon- 
sin Synod had decided that they would 
report the impasse situation to their 
Synod, to their district conventions, and 
to the Synodical Conference. As a re- 
sult of this the Synodical Conference 
Joint Union Committee has not met 
for any further discussions. 


Overseas Theologians 


Just prior to our Synod’s convention 
in San Francisco theologians in fellow- 
ship with us from Australia, Brazil, Eng- 
land, Germany, India, met at our Oak- 
land Concordia for ten days with 
theologians of the Synodical Confer- 
ence. This conclave of theologians de- 
cided to accept the invitation of the 
Wisconsin Synod to meet again at the 
Thiensville Seminary in July 1960. 

At the Thiensville meeting our over- 
seas brethren suggested that they be 
given an opportunity to make an inde- 
pendent study of the four statements 
on “The Theology of Fellowship” and, 
if possible, propose a procedure by way 
of which we might resolve our difficul- 
ties and remove the impasse. The Syn- 
odical Conference convention held 
about ten days later accepted the kind 
offer of our overseas brethren. 

Prior to the recessed convention of 
the Synodical Conference, held at the 
Wisconsin Synod High School in Mil- 
waukee, May 17—19, representatives 
of the overseas brethren had met and 
studied each other’s proposals, which 
had been formulated independently, and 
synthesized these into one document. 
Dr. H. P. A. Hamann of Australia then 
presented these suggestions to the floor 
committee of the convention and then 
for the floor committee to the conven- 
tion itself. He also answered numerous 
questions addressed to him by delegates 
to the convention. After thorough dis- 
cussion these proposals were adopted 
by what seemed to be a two to one (%) 
majority vote. 
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Advice Not Accepted 


Briefly stated, the overseas brethren 
proposed that we approach our prob- 
lem anew by a thorough study of the 
doctrine of the church, with special 
emphasis on the pure marks of the 
church, namely, the Word and the Sac- 
raments. It is very regrettable that our 
sister Synod did not accept this advice 
but declared that she would suspend 
fellowship with our Synod. 

Now as far as our Synod is con- 
cerned, let us remember that the sus- 
pension of fellowship pronounced by 
the Wisconsin Evangelical Lutheran 
Synod must by no means be inter- 
preted as though we were now free to 
become more liberal in doctrine and 
practice. It is true that we have appre- 
ciated the fact that in the past we could 
stand side by side in our fight against 
the forces which would pervert the doc- 
trine of God’s Word. We wish that this 
might have continued. 

However, let us remember that it was 
not the encouragement, nor even the 
admonition of sister synods, but rather 
the Word of God itself which kept us 
loyal to sound doctrine and Scriptural 
practice. This Word of God and our 
Lutheran Confessions have not under- 
gone any change whatsoever by the 
resolution which has suspended fellow- 
ship with our Synod: 


We Shall Not Leave 
Our Moorings 


Irrespective of what happens in the 
Synodical Conference, we, relying on 
God’s grace, shall not, yes, dare not, 
leave the moorings of God’s Word and 
the Lutheran Confessions. Jesus said: 
“If ye continue in My Word, then are 
ye My disciples indeed,” John 8:31, 32. 
The Holy Spirit urges us by the pen of 
the apostle: “Preach the Word; be 
instant in season, out of season,” 2 Tim- 
othy 4:2. “Take heed unto thyself and 
unto the doctrine; continue in them,” 
1 Timothy 4:16. “That thou mightest 
charge some that they teach no other 
doctrine,” 1 Timothy 1:3, etc., etc. 

Under God we shall cling to the in- 
fallible and inerrant Word of God as 
the only but also certain norm of doc- 
trine and practice and, therefore, shall 
continue to oppose every rationalistic 
approach to the Scriptures, whether it 
be so-called neo-orthodoxy or the in- 
sistence that certain Biblical accounts 
are mere myths or legends and must be 
demythologized, or the denial of, or 
casting of doubt on, the many miracles 
both in the Old and in the New Testa- 
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ment. By God’s grace we shall conti 
to let the Bible speak for itself. W 
it speaks, God has spoken. We s 
continue to say: “Speak, Lord, - 
servant heareth.” 


Let Us Pray 


Furthermore, under God’s gracii 
guidance we shall continue to conti | 
the life and practice of our church 
God’s Word. The unionism whi 
God’s Word forbids we shall ava 
The present-day ecumenical moveme 
with their shocking compromises 
Biblical doctrine we shall continue 
oppose with the Word of God. 
However, in this connection let 
say that this does not mean that 
shall become isolationists. We = sk 
continue to embrace opportunities 5 
“bear witness,” or, as St. Peter stag 
1 Peter 3:16: “Be ready always to 
an answer to every man that asketh y 
a reason of the hope that is in you 
meekness and fear.” . 
Finally, let me urge all our peog 
to take this whole matter to Gat 
throne in earnest, fervent prayer. | 
need the guidance of the Holy Spit 
in this sad, complicated, and criti 
situation. 
We are honestly convinced that | 
and the Wisconsin Synod are agreed 
practically every doctrine of Holy W 
Our disagreements lie in the practit 
field, in the application of the princi 
rather than in the principles themselv 
We sincerely believe that we shod 
continue in fellowship. We pray { 


vently that God may restore this felld: 
ship. 


Deaths 


Claudius S. Kulow, Aug. 26, 1902, H 
falo, N. Y., to June 30, 1961, St. Alba 
N. Y.; son of John and Marie Sievert 
low; graduated St. Louis seminary, 19! 
parish: Redeemer, St. Albans, 1927— 
Survivors: Esther Peters Kulow; daugh 
Ruth, Florence McGhee. Funeral: July 
St. Albans; interment, Nassau Knolls CiJ 
etery, Port Washington, N. Y. 


; 
‘ | 


Otto Neumann, Aug. 31, 1879, Pl 
view, Minn., to June 18, 1961, Milwaul 
Wis.; son of Frank and Bertha Pat 
Neumann; graduated Springfield semin: 
1905; parishes: Shell Lake, Fairch 
Athens, Antigo, Wis.; Engadine, Mi 
1938—53, when he retired. Surviv 
Frieda Neimann Neumann; 
Lauretta Kohr, 


daught 
; Esther Vollmer, 
Schoening, Gertrude Miller, Marge 
Schoening, Dorothy Steffenson, Lu 
Zarling, Ada Baumann, Harriet Wheex 
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The story behind 
LUTHERAN BROTHERHOOD 
Life Insurance 


What are its aims? What has it accomplished? What has its growth been? 


Lutheran Brotherhood was organized as a life insurance 
society to benefit Lutherans. When Lutheran church 
leaders incorporated the Society in 1917, they wrote into 
their charter this passage: “*. . . to furnish protection to its 
members, their dependents and beneficiaries, through the 
payment of benefits in case of death or disability.” 

Since 1917, Lutheran Brotherhood has had an astound- 
ing growth. Today the Society has more than 114 billion 
dollars of insurance in force. In 1960 sales were 236 million 
dollars. In size, Lutheran Brotherhood is among the upper 
10% of all life insurance companies in the country. It 
operates in 40 states and five Canadian provinces, offering 
‘all types of life insurance and retirement plans to all 
Lutherans, regardless of synod. 

Church loans play an important part in the story 
behind Lutheran Brotherhood. The Society set a pre- 
cedent among insurance organizations about 1930 by 
granting loans to Lutheran churches. At present, the 
Society has more than 830 church loans totaling more 
than $29 million to congregations of 10 synods in 30 
states and 5 Canadian provinces. 


This year Lutheran Brotherhood has budgeted more 


LUTHERAN BROTHERHOOD 


A legal reserve LIFE INS URANCE society « 701 Second Avenue So. Minneapolis 2, Minn. 


Discover the advantages 
of buying life insurance 
from a Lutheran 
life insurance society. 
Mail the coupon now 
for information. — 


LUTHERAN BROTHERHOOD Dept. Q-9 
701 Second Avenue South e Minneapolis 2, Minnesota 


Please furnish me details about Lutheran Brotherhood 
Life Insurance programs. 
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than $656,000 for fraternal and benevolence activities. 
The contributions support such things as: Student scholar- 
ships, faculty fellowships, Boy Scouts, local branches, 
fine arts program, Lutheran Center, Sunday School teach- 
ing aids, films, The BOND, Martin Luther Library, 
institutes, lecture series by leading scholars and other 
timely projects. 

Lutheran Brotherhood’s 44 years have been enriched 
by many outstanding people and events. Prominent 
Lutherans—ministers, educators, state officers, business- 
men—have served on its Board. 

In 1956, Lutheran Brotherhood erected its new 24 
million dollar building—a modern steel and glass struc- 
ture—a beautiful and important addition to Upper Mid- 
west architecture. 

Numerous Lutheran groups—local, district, regional 
and national—are using the Lutheran Center for meetings 
and other gatherings. These facilities include a 266-seat 
auditorium, a beautiful lounge overlooking the terraced 
garden, a dining room and the Martin Luther Library. 
All Lutherans are cordially invited to share these facilities 
provided for them in the home of Lutheran Brotherhood. 


State 


Bernice Roessler. Funeral: June 20, Mil- 


waukee: June 22, Plainview; interment, 
Plainview. 

Milford F. Scheel, Dec. 5, 1911, Ben- 
son, Minn., to July 12, 1961, Denver, 
Colo.. son of Louis and Emily Lange 


Scheel: graduated St. Louis seminary, 1936; 
parishes: Waterloo, Keokuk, Fairbank, 
lowa: Milwaukee, Wis.; Grand Junction, 
Colo., Denver since April 1961; Vice- 
President, Colorado District, 1960—61. 
Survivors: Jeanette Flowers Scheel; daught- 
ers Suzanne, Jennifer. Funeral: July 15, 
Denver. 


Notices 


Ordinations and Installations 


Ordained: CANDIDATES 


Heinemann, Herbert H., in Redeemer, Regina, 
Sask., Can.,-by John H. Werth, July 16. __ 
Hofman, Marion C., in Trinity, Blue Hill, 
Nebr., by Martin F. Hofman, June 12. | 
Ilten, Philip H., in Trinity, Cedar Rapids, 
Iowa, by E. W. Koberg, July 30. ; 

Koenig, Wayne W., in Calvary, Lincoln, 
Nebr., by Walter W. Koenig, July 9. 

Kohl, Carroll C., in Immanuel, Harrold, Tex., 
by C. A. Gaertner, June 25. 

Marten, William G., in St. John, Effingham, 
Ill, by H. E. Zimmermann, June 4. 

Rische, Henry R., in Salem, Affton, Mo., by 
Henry N. Rische, June 11. ; 

Roschke, Walter, in Our Savior, Cincinnati, 
Ohio, by Edgar M. Roschke, Aug. 6. 

Seip, F. David, in Redeemer, Fort Wayne, 
Ind., by Herbert Lindemann, Aug. 9. 

Smith, Ronald E., in Faith, Easton, Pa., by 
Cele Roths wuly2: 


Ordained and Installed: 

Groth, M. Charles, Trinity, Neudorf, Sask., 
Can., by D. A. Koch, July 30. 

Otto, Daniel D., Trinity, New Orleans, La., by 
James E. Brockmann, Aug: 6. 

Schroeder, Philip, Jr., Pilgrim, Granville, and 
Our Savior, Newark, Ohio, by W. C. Birk- 


ner, Aug. 6. 
Smith, Jerald L., Immanuel, Parshall; Im- 
manuel, Ryder; and St. Paul, Stanley, 


N. Dak., by W. H. Mundinger, July 9. 


Ordained and Commissioned: 


Boden, G. Frederick, as missionary in Vene- 
zuela, in Our Savior, Valley Stream, L.I., 
N. Y., by William F. Donahue, July 30. 

Laesch, Thecdore L., as missionary of Atlantic 
District, in St. Paul, Niles, Mich., by Theo- 
dore Laesch, Sr., Aug. 6. 

Nickel, James T., as missionary to Nigeria, in 
Zion, Bancroft, Nebr., by Edmund J. Nickel, 


July 30. 
PASTORS 


Installed: 

Ackerman, James L., St. Mark, Muskegon, 
Mich., by Victor G. Meyer, Aug. 6. 

Aschbrenner, Arnold R., Messiah, Emporia, 


Kans., by Paul R. Heckmann, Aug. 6 


Bergen, Ronald L., Concordia, Midlothian, 
Ill., by Theo. Melinat, July 30. 
Braeunig, Lothar, Redeemer, Sioux City, 


Iowa, by John G. Deterding, Aug. 6. 
Cunningham, Carl E., as asst. pastor, Our 
Redeemer, Overland, Mo., by F. W. Ritt- 
eos ee, 30. S 
ienst, artin +, Communit Luther. 
Church, South Burlington, Vt. by Egbert 
J. Dunker, July 30. 
Feierabend, John O., as asst. pastor, St. John, 
Portage, Wis., by_Gerhard Huebner, Aug. 6. 
Fischer, Kenneth E., St. John, Deer Lodge 
Mont., by Martin A. Baumann, Aug. 6. i 
Gummelt, Walter B., St. Michael, Winchester 
Tex., by T. H. Graalmann, July 30. : 
Heidorn, Norman W., Our Savior, Mankato 
Minn., by Eugene C. Glade, July 30. : 
Huener, William C., Trinity, Lansing, Mich. 
by E. F. Bickel, Aug. 6. : 
Iilick, Fred S., Grace Memorial, Greensboro, 
N.C., by Martin W. Steyer, July 2. 
Jesse, Richard A., as assoc. pastor, St. John, 
Kendallville, Ind., by H. H. Heine, July 30. 
Kalbhen, Walter C., Grace, Willow Springs, 
Ill., by Stephan G. Mazak, Jr., Aug. 6. 
Knippa, M. Erich, Trinity, Copperas Cove, 
Tex., by Martin Ramming, Aug. 6. 


Hips 


Kohl, Carroll C., Trinity, Weatherford, Tex 
by C. A. Gaertner, July 2. : 

Krabbe, Donald L., Holy Trinity, Covington, 
La., by O. H. Reinboth, Aug. 6. 

Krueger, Arlo, Our Savior, Sparks, Nev., by 
Emil P. Leising, July 30. 

Kuhn, Donald A., Trinity, Layton, Utah, by 
Leo EB. Rubel, July 30: 

Leonard, Luther G., Holy Cross, 
N. C., by John C. Roock, Aug. 6. : 

Lubkeman, August H., Immanuel, Peoria, IIl., 
by R. GC Rein, Aug, 6: 

Marten, William. G., Mount Zion, Castle Rock, 
Colo., by Ray H. Beins, July 23. 
Mueller, Bernard G., Redeemer, 
Ind., by E. W. Broders, Aug. 6. 
Mueller, Walter R., Emmanuel, South St. Paul, 
Minn., by Pres. Ernst H. Stahlke, Aug. 6. 
Musall, David J., St. Paul, Ontonagon; Trin- 
ity, Bergland; and St. Paul, Topaz, Mich., 

by W. A. Steil, July 30. t 

Nommensen, Herbert W., St. James, Chicago, 
Ill., by A. C. Dahms, Aug. 6. : 

Norrgran, Bruce H., Zion, Ada, Minn., by 
A. A. Drevlow, July 16. 

Otlen, Philip M., Grace, Burkburnett, Tex., 
by H. R. Frerking, Aug. 13. 

Reetz, Gordon D., Good Shepherd, Fremont, 
Nebr., by Martin Reetz, July 30. 

Rische, Henry R., Faith, Aransas Pass, Tex., 
by Pres. Albert F. Jesse, Aug. 6. 

Rohrer, David C., as asst. pastor, Ashburn, 
Chicago, Ill., by Reynold J. Lillie, Aug. 6. 

Rumpel, William A., Our Savior, Marion, 
Kans., by B. A. Hobratschk, Aug. 6. 

Sammetinger, Carl A., Escarpment, Lewis- 
ton, N. Y., by Elvin J. Riemer, July 30. 

Schmidt, Gerhardt K., St. Andrew, University 
City, Mo.; by O..H. Schmidt, Aug. 13. 

Seip, F. David, Mount Calvary, Belle, Mo., 
by Siegfried J. Lehmann, Aug. 13. 

Stephan, Philip. G., as asst. pastor, Atone- 
ment, Florissant, Mo., by Justus P. Kretz- 
mann, As. 6.- 

Strandes, Walter B., St. Peter, Elma, 
by Walter Schroeder, Aug. 13. 


Commissioned: 


Bohlmann, Victor A., as missionary in Avon, 
Ohio, by W. C. Birkner, July 16. 

Haskell, Kenneth F., as missionary in Fox 
Lake, Ill., by Theo. Bornemann, Aug. 6. 
Hofman, Marion C., .as missionary, Faith 
(mission), Craig, Colo., by Herman Klein, 

July 16. 

Oermann, Ervin, as missionary to deaf in Ala- 
bama and Georgia, by Pres. Edgar Hom- 
righausen, June 25. 


Installed: TEACHERS 


Abresch, Theodore A., as principal, St. John, 
Mera Wis., by W. F. and A. W. Ludwig, 
uly 6. 

Baden, John P., First, Temple City, Calif., by 
RR, B, schulz aly, 36: 

Block, Cand. Melvin W., Zion, Bensenville, 
Ill., by Daniel W. Fuelling, Aug. 6. 

Bode, Cand. Gerhard, St. Luke, St. Louis, 
Mo., by Clarence H. Peters, Aug. 13. 

Brandt, William £., St. Paul, Hamel, Ill., by 
Richard L. Bolin, Aug. 6. 

Brehmer, Franklin, Faith, Bay City, Mich., 
by James Goehner, Aug. 13. 

Brose, Clemens B., as director of education, 
Hope, Aurora, Colo., by Walter A. Kirk, 
July 30. 

Brunow, Cand. Eugene W., St. Mark, Wausau, 
Wis., by George A. Mumm, July 30. 

Busch, Cand. Frederick, St. John, Atwater, 
Minn., by G. H. Schaefer, July 30. 

Dautenhahn, Elmer H., St. John, Arnold, Mo., 
by J. H. Gassner, July 16. 

Doepel, Martin J., St. Peter, Milwaukee, Wis., 
by Walter M. Gauger, July 23. 

Fadler, John F., Consolidated School, Cole 
Camp, Mo., by W. J. Boehne, Aug. 6. 

Holtzen, Cand. Merlin, Zion, Litchfield, Ill., 
by E. W. Blumenkamp, Aug. 13 

Kane, Ewald, Immanuel, Hamilton, Ohio, by 
Louis C. Tirmenstein, Aug. 6. 

Koehler, Cand. Ronald, Bethlehem, Annan- 
dale, Minn., by W. C. Barlau, July 30. 

Krueger, Cand. William G., St. John (rural), 
Beemer, Nebr., by Oliver W. Faszholz, 
PND. (oh, 

Krug, Cand. Warren, First, Ponea City, Okla., 
by A. E. Behrend, Aug. 13. 

Kulow, Cand. Kenneth M., Trinity, Arenz- 
ville, Ill., by Roland Welch, Aug. 13. 

Lange, James A., Emmanuel, Baltimore, Md., 
by George A. Loose, Aug. 6. 

Lange, Theodore E., St. Paul, Thorndale, 
Tex., by Vernon M. Appel, Aug. 13. 

Lehenbauer, Emil H., St. James, Quincy, IIl., 
by E. J. Otto, Aug. 13. 

Leoschke, Floyd L., Immanuel, Glenview, 
Ill., by Ervin C. Rodehorst, Aug 6. 


Newton, 


Warsaw, 


Towa, 


(462) 


Lindeman, Dennis W., Christ, Murray, Utalp 
py William C. Naatz, July 9. 


Schnell, Leonard C., as 
dated School, Cole Camp, Mo., 
Boehne, Aug. 6. 

Schwarting, Paul M., as principal, West Po 
tal, San Francisco, Calif., by Ihno A. Jan 
sen, Jr., July 30. 

Steinbach, Ronald, St. John, 
Minn., by A. L. Barry, Aug. 13. 


by Wa. 


Sternberg, Myron, as principal, Concordiliy. 
Inglewood, Calif., by Stuart Nothnag 
July 30. | 


Streger, Cand. James C., Bethany, Houstor 
Tex., by G. W. Obenhaus, July 30. it 
Weerts, Paul H., St. Paul, Olive, Calif., bil 
Lester E. Muhly, July 22. i 
Wessel, Victor G., as principal, Trinity, Valp 
lonia, Ind., by E. F.. Meyer, Aug. 6. a | 
Wiechmann, Erhardt F., Ascension, Torrance 
Calif., by L. C. Warneke, Aug. 6. 


Synodical Conference Candidate 


Ordained and Installed: 


Odom, Frazier, Concordia, New Orleans, Lai 
by E. H. Wildgrube, July 16. 


Personnel of 
Committee on Nominations 


The announcement in the Aug. 22 issue oa 
the LuTHERAN WITNESS (p.22) should hav 
included the following two laymen as. me 
bers of the Committee on Nominations: A. HI 
Schmidt, Colorado District; Herman Bache 
Ontario District. — W. C. BirKner, Secretar} 
of Synod. 


| 


Official Notice 


Rev. Joseph Mann, Mount Angel, Oreg., ha 
been appointed Counselor of Circuit 3, re 
placing Rev. Walter Boss. — Cart H. BeEn# 
SENE, President, Northwest District. 


Call for Nominations | 


The Board of Control of Concordia Semii 
nary, Springfield, Ill., acting under authorit; 
of the Board for Higher Education, herewit 


exegesis and the other in the area of educaid) 
tion and psychology. | 

The names of the nominees should be itil} 
the hands of the undersigned within 30 day 
after publication of this notice. — Gerorci 
Beto, President, Concordia Theological Semi 
inary, Springfield, Ill. 


Request for Colloquy 


Larry Gorrell, Wichita, Kans., has appliee 
for a colloquy to enter the teaching profesi 


sion in The Lutheran Church — Missourt 
Synod. — Arien J. Bruns, President, Kansaz 
District. 


Colloquy 


Wanted | 


Good used maps and flip charts for missio 
Sunday school. Write: AscENsION LUTHERA 
CuHurRCH, 22130 Ottawa Road, Apple Valleys 


Calif, 
Pastors: Changes of Address 


Allen, Richard, 10524 Rainier Ave., S. w. 

Tacoma 99, Wash. | 

Alms, Richard L., 100 Wallace Ave., Balti-i 
more 25, Md. . | 

Bice teet W. Leroy, 45414 Deshon, Uticas 

ich. 

Braeunig, Lothar, 4107 Orleans Ave., Sio 
City 6, Iowa 

Brelje, Larry E., 1109 N. Fifth Ave., East 
Newton, Iowa 


THE LUTHERAN WITNESS 


3russ, Hans F., 3201 W. Kilbourn Ave., Mil- 

Bian. Holzer G., 51 | 

Sattau, Holger G., 5125 Main St., Willi - 
wille 21, N. Y. cee 

Sruppenink, R. P., 42 S. Hackett Rd., 
Waterloo, Iowa 

Jahms, Arthur C. (em.), 7606 W. Monroe 
St., Niles 48, Mich. 


Dienst, Martin, 1560 Williston Rd., South 
Burlington, Vt. 

irnst, ‘Theodore (crm), 818 Hitt St., 
Columbia, Mo. 

fox, Eduard B., 9646 74th Ave., Edmonton, 
Alta., Can. 

Fox, Keith C., 4513 Williams Rd., Fort 
“Worth 16, Tex. = 

Fuhr, Arthur H. (em.), 538 W. Ella, 
Beatrice, Nebr. 

Grunow, Robert A., 6850 N.W. Sixth St., 
Fort Lauderdale, Fla. 

Hartmeister, John (em.), 6260 Quay St., 


‘Arvada, Colo. 
Heidorn, Norman W., 128 S. Redwood Dr., 


Mankato, Minn. 
1910 E. Lincoln Dr., 


Haskell, Kenneth F., 
Lake Villa, Il. 

Ronald E., R.1, Rockville Rd., 

Ashland, Va. 


Jackson, 
Kahle, Raymond F., 8907 Sultan Dr., Hous- 


HOM 28, .cex. 
Kurzweg, Carl F. 656 Dakota St., 


Winona, Minn. 
E., 1036 Kolterman, Sew- 
ard, Nebr. 


Laetsch, Willis 

Lee R. Keith, 2627 Winnebago St., St. Louis 
18, Mo. 

Mealwitz, Peter, 1532 W. Jackson, Spring- 
field, Il. 

Mickan, Eldor, 115 Ferncroft, San Antonio 
27, Tex. 

Misterek, Wallace F., 
Joliet, Tl. 

Narr, Edwin J., 316 W. Oak St., Fremont, 
Mich. 

Perlich, George H., 1402 Cedar, Glencoe, 
Minn. 

Plautz, James, 111 S. Third St., Selah, Wash. 

Prange, Rudolph D. (crm), 305 N. Green- 
wich, Valwaraiso, Ind. 

Rabe, W. Gail, 1024 Magnolia, St. Joseph, 


Mo. 

Rathgeber, Benjamin, 902 N.E. First, An- 
drews, Tex. 

Schedler, Arthur M., 263 Canal St., Berlin, 


Wis. 
Tietjen, Harold B., 1754 Ash Dr., Monterey 
Park, Calif. 


(em.), 


2505 Washington, 


A Correction 


After the State of the Church Conference held 
Milwaukee prior to the Recessed Convention 
the Synodical Conference, I sent a letter to 
pastors of Synod. It contained the follow- 
g sentence: “While I do not wish to deal in 
rsonalities, I seriously doubt the propriety of 
rmitting a non-Lutheran (a Baptist) to serve 
an adviser at a conference of men within our 
urch.”” 

Objection has been voiced against the use of 
e word “adviser.” I have been accused of 
ming because I “have not spoken the truth 
mcerning this matter.” My sincerity when I at- 
nded Communion has been questioned. 

To this let me say that I was not present at 
I depended on what several 
ry reliable people reported to me. The person 
whom I referred was seen sitting among the 
Jegates and was heard speaking to the chair- 
one of the members of the 
rger committee of the conference later voiced 


r the conference. 


Since the word “adviser,” which I used, has 


that the man in ques- 
in preparing the program — 
hich I never intended to say — and since some 
arge me with committing a sin by using the 
ord, a sin which they say makes me ineligible 
partake of Holy Communion unless I admit it, 
herewith wish to withdraw the word “adviser.” 
am sorry that the use of it has offended some 


the brethren. JoHN W. BEHNKEN 


ie =f eee ys = 
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Report of Synod’s Treasurer 


Receipts from District Treasurers 


i 
it Districts pea ete arsine 
© Alberta and British Columbia $ 85,000 $ 49,583 $ 37,292 
,4 Atlantic 850,000 495,833 353,934 
' California and Nevada 384,000 224,000 224,000 
= Central 1,600,000 933,334 791,957 
: Central [linois 650,000 379,167 379,167 
“= Colorado 260,000 151,667 136,176 
s Eastern 432,000 252,000 252,000 
re English 1,000,000 583,333 467,024 
y Florida-Georgia 150,000 87,500 88,023 
o, Iowa East 395,000 230,417 230,417 
x Iowa West 650,000 379,167 324,000 
‘ Kansas $69,000 326,667 266,131 
Manitoba and Saskatchewan 75,000 43,750 43,790 
Michigan 1,715,000 1,000,417 U2 
-- Minnesota 1,800,000 1,050,000 Sie 
s» Montana 76,000 44,333 44,333 
[g North Dakota 195,000 113,750 83,188 
eer North Wisconsin 750,000 437,500 326,264 
a3 Northern illinois 1,338,750 780,937 624,391 
ey Northern Nebraska 450,000 262,500 190,091 
Northwest 355,000 207,083 207,083 
Oklahoma 162,400 94,733 95,589 
Ontario 180,000 105,000 105,000 
£* South Dakota 315,000 183,750 129,389 
‘SS South Wisconsin 1,125,000 656,250 492,454 
. Southeastern 345,000 201,250 201,465 
Southern 172,000 100,333 100,333 
+ Southern California 340,000 198,333 198,333 
2°: Southern Illinois 415,000 242,083 184,187 
Re Southern Nebraska 472,500 275,625 238,468 
‘& Texas 600,000 350,000 245,858 
if Western 1,325,000 TPZ 581,961 
$19,222,650 Sia Seo 12 $9,205,885 


MarTIN E. STRIETER, Treasurer 


“Thus Saith the Lord!” 


Jesus made it so plain: “Go ye 
into all the world and preach the 
Gospel to every creature,” Mark 
16:15. If you are a Christian, the 
Savior includes YOU. He leaves 
you no choice whatever. 

This is strong language: “The 
church is not to conduct missions 
as one of her many activities; she 
has in all her activities a mission, 
she is a missionary people; if she is 
not that, she is not the church... . 
The church that will not contend 
for the souls of men is no true 
servant; it will not survive, nor does 
it deserve to.” (Bright, The King- 
dom of God) 

Are you pushing missions? Your 
total pared-to-the-bone mission-ex- 
pansion work program here at home 
and overseas this year has a price 
tag of less than an air-mail stamp 
per day for each confirmed member. 


Despite that, your mission ledgers 
are in the red. And recall that the 
gross income of our people in North 
America stands at an all-time high. 

See the figures above? After 
seven months the shortage is 
$2,000,000. In the last two months 
we have lost much ground. May 
this rest on your heart and con- 
science, may it deeply disturb you! 
Does love hunt for a_ bargain? 
When the love of Christ constrains 
you, you will not look for easy 
answers. 


Brothers and sisters in Christ, use 


these remaining months of 1961 to 
meet and exceed your congrega- 
tion’s goal for Jesus and_ souls. 
Never was it loving that emptied the 
heart nor giving that emptied the 
purse. Jesus is calling YOU! 

R. C. MUHLY 

Assoc. Stewardship Counselor 
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ATTENTION 
1962 HIGH SCHOOL 
GRADUATES 


AAL OFFERS 5 SCHOLARSHIPS 
TO VALPO UNIVERSITY 


EACH $3000 SCHOLARSHIP PAYS $750 PER YEAR FOR EACH 
GF FOUR YEARS ATTENDANCE AT VALPARAISO UNIVERSITY 


I 


WHO IS ELIGIBLE 


A. 


Applicant must hold an Aid Association for Lutherans life 
insurance certificate in his or her own name. 


‘ 


Scholarship Department, Valparaiso University, Valpa- 
raiso, Indiana, by October 2, 1961. 


B. TAKE THE PRELIMINARY SCHOLASTIC 
B. Applicant must be a 1962 graduating senior in an accred- APTITUDE TEST 
ited high school. Register with your high school principal for the Prelimin- 
C. Applicant must contemplate enrollment in the 1962 fresh- ary Scholastic Aptitude Test (PSAT). Registration fee is 
man class at Valpo. $1.00, payable to your principal. If he has not received 
D. Applicant must be of good character and have grades high registration materials, ask him to write to Preliminary 
enough to meet the entrance standards at Valparaiso Scholastic Aptitude Test, Educational Testing Service, 
University. Princeton, New Jersey. The PSAT will be given in your 
E. Children of employees, officers, directors and field force 


personnel of AAL are not eligible for these scholarships. 


HOW AND WHEN TO APPLY 


A. 


SUBMIT OFFICIAL AAL SCHOLARSHIP 
APPLICATION BLANK 

Secure and complete an Aid Association for Lutherans 
scholarship blank. You may use the application blank 
printed at the bottom of this page. BE SURE you have 
the number of your life insurance certificate correctly 
noted. Application blanks are also available from your Aid 
Association for Lutherans representative, or write to 
“Scholarship,” Aid Association for Lutherans, Appleton, 
Wisconsin. Application blank MUST be sent to AAL 


APPiICATION FOR AAL SCHOLARSHIP 


high school either on October 17 or October 21, 1961. 
Be sure to check the AAL-Valpo Scholarship Program on 
the answer sheet at the time you write the test. 


WHO WILL WIN 


A committee of Valparaiso University officials will consider 
all applicants. From information secured, including recom- 
mendations on all semi-finalists from their local AAL 
Representative, the winners will be selected on the fol- 
lowing points: a. character; b. financial need; c. academic 
standing; and d. potential contribution to the church. 
When the winners have been selected, they will be notified 
immediately. Announcement will also be made in The 
Correspondent, AAL members’ official magazine. 


LW-VA-61 : 
a Serving 
I hereby make application to compete for the four-year Aid Association for Lutherans Scholarship : 
at Valparaiso University. Synodical 
Raine Date of Birth. Conference 
Home Address Phone Lutherans 
City ——_______.. County State 


Name of AAL District Representative 


Name of Church 


Certificate No. 


a er me Se NA coe ee 


Name of Pastor. 


1 am now attending 


High School 


Mail to AAL Scholarship Dept., Valparaiso University, Valparaiso, Indiana before October 2, 1961. Do 
not mail to Appleton, Wisconsin, 


AID ASSOCIATION FOR LUTHERANS | 
APPLETON, WISCONSIN | 
; 


PACIFI¢ LUTHERAN | 
THEO SEMINARY LIBR | 
2770 MARIN AVE | 
BERKELEY 8 CALIF 

105 G642 99703 


